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MODERN TIMES. 


CHAPTER XVI. 


188 Wildman * . 
N herſelf fo, much te her maid 
reſpedting me, and which, he con» 
ceiving could be faid only with a 
view of my hearing it again; Lyook 
an opportunity one morning, When 
mne came inta Charlotte's rom, ts 
1 her private ear for fye mi» 
| + M$ nutes 3 
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nutes. With great and amiable good- 
nature, ſhe ſent her maid into her 
room to adjuſt her toilet, when 1 
addreſſed her in the following man- 
ner. If it be not an act of the 
higheſt preſumption, Madam, for 
* one in my humble ſtation in life, 
„to declare an attachment to a 
young lady of your rank and 
6s fortune; if it be not an offence 
% agulnſt propriety and duty, to ſo- 
eit your attention to any tale of 
* mine; I would venture to repre» 
4 iſent to you, that though you fee 
me here as your father's valet, 1 
«am à gentleman both by birth 
« and education, and am not a 
« great way removed from a ve- 
28908 1 AK ry 
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“ ry conſiderable landed property. 
There is an eſtate of four thouſand 
<«, pounds a year, in the family, and 
my hopes of one day inheriting it, 
are not wild and romantic. I 
mention this only to induce our 
favourable hearing.“ Mr. 
Gabriel,“ ſaid ſhe, interrupting 
me, from the time I firft ſaw 
4 you, Iwas convinced, that, though 
« . wearing a livery, you had been 
<< bred to better ex pectations; but 

as you have been the preſerver of 


my honour, and have riſked your 


«© life in my defence, whether ſer- 


vant onmaſter, you are equally en- 


titled to my regard and gratitude. 
alk not of gratitude! my dear 
nn A 1 Miſs 
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% Mifs Wildman,“ exclaimed I; 
for her feet condeſcenfion gave me 
greater conffdence, “ talk not of 
| % gratitude; what Þ did, was 2 du- 
ty due from my ſex to yours, 
«and if it merits your ſimple 
thanks, I am over- paid. My 
ahumble character in life will not 
“ fuffer me to make advances, but 
©: t6wld fortune, at any future pe- 
© rod, put us nearer on an equali- 
% ty, may F hope ſor ſomething 
© more than your regard?” - F 
am of too ſelfiſh a nature,“ re- 
turns Miſe Wildman, „ not to ac- 
| _ knowledge, that were J miſtreſs 
Hef worlds, you have deſerved 
6 «them all. 1 have a heart, it is 
| 
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| true, to give again, but what is 
+ my poor heart without my hand? 
« That is at my father's diſpoſal; 
c was it at my command, I would 
i enter further into the ſubject. 
A thouſand bleſſings on you, my 
dear Miſs Wildman, for this ge- 
* nerous declaration,” cried I in 
rapture, taking her hand, hich ſhe 
readily gave me, let me extort 
but one declaration more, and, 
1% poor as I am, I ſhall be the hap- 
4 pieſt of men.“ #5 Your good 
&« fenſe, Mr. Gabriel,“ returned the, 

„ will, I am perſuaded,” pre- 
vent your urging me to ſay 
% any. thing I ought not to ſay; 
* what I am nuſtrefs of, you may 
| A 4 © com- 


— 


— . ———— 


10 MODERN TIMES. 


„% command; what I have not to 
„give, you cannot expect.“ I 
% have too high a veneration for 
« you, my dear Miſs Wildman,” 
replied J, ſtill holding her by the 

hand, to urge the leaſt impro- 
_ & priety: you have frankly confeſſ- 
e ed your heart is ſtill at liberty, 
but not your hand; I aſk not 
«your hand at preſent, but ſolicit 
«©. only your heart, and that you 
« will give me a chance, by time, of 
s poſſeſſing the former; at leaſt, 
e that you will promiſe me not to 
2 beſtow the one, where you can- 
« not yield the other.“ This ſhe 
ſolemnly -promiſed: ** her heart,“ 
ſhe ſaid, I had won, and it was 


* 


„mine; 
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„ mine; ſhe had only to lament 
that ſhe. could not give her hand 
«© as readily.” Charlotte that in- 


ſtant entering the room, ſhe left 


me, but ſaid ſhe would take the 
firſt opportunity of ſeeing me a- 


Sun kept her word the next 
morning, and brought me an enam 
elled ring, of no great: value in 
deed, otherwiſe than as a proof of 
having re-conſidered the matter, and 
thus ratifying her determination. 
Take, my dear Gabriel,” ſays 
ſhe, this ring, as a pledge of my 
ſfincerity, that while you; are liv- 
ing, as L have thought proper to 
| AG6 pre- 
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<<, prefent you my Heat, no man 
A en a be 1 
«take it, my dear Miſs Wildman,” 
returned I, preſſing it with her hand 
to my lips, as the beſt gift be- 
low, Heaven has to give; and if 
« I prove unworthy of the gift, 
b may I never know bliſs hereafter. 
L call you the moſt (generous of 
women, as the difference of my 
* ſituation in life from your's, puts 
me at too _ diſtance to have 
% any expectations. Situation, 

„ my dear Gabriel,” replied the, 
| is an idle term. On the footing 
« of nature, we are all equal, and if 
4 there are any circumſtances in the 
8 "oe of the world, that raiſe one 

54 « perſon 


is mercenary and covetous. 
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& perſon above another, or diſtin- 
guiſh individuals, it is a great- 


& er thare of moral virtue, or of 


«< mental or corporal endowments, 


given us by Providence and im- 


proved by art. You have to 
boaſt of theſe, and of courſe, are 
“ far before half the gentlemen 1 


„„ have the honour to know. In 


<<, alliances for life, to ſecure a com- 
% petency, without which happi- 
„ neſs is merely ideal, it may be 


s neceffary to conſult intereſt and 
pay ſome regard; to fortune; but 


where there is ſufficient property 
* on one ſide to enfure that compe- 
$6, tency, to look for it on the other, 
% father 


— — ——— r — 
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1 father is able to give me a for- 
c tune, adequate to my utmoſt 
. wiſhes; and whenever the time 
t ſhall come, that I am in poſſeſſion 
s of that, or you be in a ſituation 
64% not to want it, you ſhall com- 
«. mand my hand, as you do now 
© my heart.” 


— P 3 N 
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Tuus, in an endearing enjoy- 
ment of a reciprocity of affection, 
through the confidence of Charlotte, 
and the convenience of her room, 
did many days glide ſmoothly on. 

But after I had been in the family 
about ſix weeks; with a kind of 
terror in her countenance, Miſs 
Wildman brought me the following 

letter 


* 


1 
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letter, which ſhe had received from 


Thou moſt cruel of women, 


„ I have been longat a loſs to ac- 
count for your indifference, but the 
+ cauſe Iam now acquainted with, 
that of having a rival among your 
„ fatherꝰs ſervants. I have too much 
pride to acquaint Mr. Wildman 
with the fact, but Iſhall watch the 
„ ſfſcoundrel's motions and remove 
him from you.“ | 


Fr „ Your injured“ 


B—. 


I 8M1LEDat the threat and requeſted 


her to make herſelf eaſy under it, for 


as fear was no part of my compoſition, I 
ſhould 
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ſhould be always upon my guard; but, 
if at any time, I was betrayed, by any 
of my fellow- ſervants, and prevented 
a night from ſleeping at home, ſhe 
mould bear immediately from me. 
She aſſured me, her alarm was not 
very great upon the occaſion, as ſhe 
conceived the letter to be a menace 
only; her greateſt unhappineſs was, 
that if any information had been 
given to him, through a ſuſpicion of 
the ſervants, it might reach her fa- 
ther's ears, through the ſame chan- 
nel, and occaſion a. great deal of un- 
happineſs ; ; for though no man was 
more warm in his friendſhips, no one 
was more violent in his reſentments. 


Should fach a thing take place, I 
told 


) w Ww 
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told her, whether I was in the 
houſe, or out of it, ſhe had my con- 
fent to difown it, and if I was call- 
ed upon, I weuld do 1he fame. 


Tux alarm, however, cauſed me 
many an unquiet moment. I had 
roo good an opinion of Charlotte to 
think e would betray. me, and I 
was not conſcious it was known to 
any other part of the family. Lord 
B. might poſſibly have beard that I 
was taken into the houſe, and his 
jealouſy might lead him to form a 
thouſand conceptions, and he might 
fix on this, in order to mortify Miſs 
Wildman's pride. However, from 
che d tenor of the letter and from what 
$2604 I heard 
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J heard at Mrs. Duplex's, I was de- 
termined to be prepared for any vio- 


lent attack, and therefore never went 
out afterwards, but with a tuck cane 


and a brace of . loaded. 


1 1 


b Tus third Mn wen Miſs Wildman | 


had : ſhewn me Lord B's letter, I 
was going out in the evening about 
ſix o'clock, in the month of Oc- 
tober, and it was then juſt at the 
Cloſe of day; I had on a blue ſurtout- 
coat with a red cape, and plain hat. 


with gilt button and loop; and ſcarce 


had the porter opened the oyter, 
door, but Iheard a vaice ſay, That's 


back, and, a man in a chairman's, 


15 - 44 4 0 coat, 


che. At. this, 1 Father drew 
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coat, ran up the ſteps towards me, 
and, with a tuck in his hand, made an 
attempt to ſeize me; I ſtruck him 
upon the arm with my cane, and with 
my foot thruſt him down off the 
ſteps; at that inſtant I ſaw two men 
more making up to me, armed with 
bludgeons, one had nearly reached 
me, on which I took out one of my 


piſtols and fired it, and as, 1 believe, 


killed him on the ſpat. I then turn- 
ed round, in order to take ſhelter 
within the houſe, and found that the 
porter tried all he could to ſhut the 
door againſt me; I overpowered him, 


however, with ſtrength, forced my 


way in, bolted the door upon my 
enemy, and with the but end of my 
Nui piſtol 
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poiſtol, laid the porter flat upon the 

floor. All this took place in leſs 
time than I have been telling it. 
Finding myſelf ſo far fafe, I ran 
| backwards towards the ſtables, pul- 
led off my ſurtout coat that I might 
not be' known, tore the button and 
loop from my hat, and made my 
eſcape into the Meuſe, in which our 
ſtables ſtood. - As ſoon as I found 
myſelf at liberty, I puſhed! away to 
a neighbouring ſtand of coaches, got 
into one and bid the coachman 
drive me towards St. Giles's church. 
When I was out of the reach of any 
purſuit, I began to conſider what was 
proper to be done. Perfectly con- 
Vvinced from the porter's endeavour- 

ASL | ing 
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ing toſhut me out, that he muſt be 


a party concerned, L determined to 
write to'tny maſter, and beg him to 
ſtand my friend and leaſt a war- 
rant ſhould be iſſued to apprehend 


me, to get off, the next morning, to 


ſome diſtance from London. When 
I was near the end of Oxford Road, 
I ordered the coachman to ſet me 
down, walked on about half a mile, 
went into a tavern and wrote. a let- 
ter, of which the following is a 
copy : 13 
44 n, N 3 

£6 Iden et IG 

its cauſe; er'ethis, you are too well 


* Mas with it, Lam ſafeatpre- 
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ſent from any fear of danger or of 
being apprehended. From a decla- 


ration of Lord B's at Mrs. Duplex's, 


fince I had the honour of being uſe- 
fulto Miſs Wildman, that he would 
take an opporunity tobe revenged of 
me, and from ſome other cireum- 
ſtances, I have reaſon to believe, 
that he way-laid me at your door; 
for, on my going out, a fellow, in 
a chairman's coat, witha tuck in his 
hand, endeavoured to lay hold of me. 
I beat his arm down with my cane, 
and with my foot thruſt him from 
the ſteps; at this inſtant two more 
fellows with bludgeons endeavour- 
ed to lay violent hands on me, the 
foremoſt I fired at and poſſibly may 


* gp} 2 : © have 
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< have killed, for I ſaw him fall. At- 
* tempting to return into thehouſe, 


John, your porter, did all he could 
„to prevent it, by forcing the door 


«againſt me; I ſucceeded, however, 
«© contrary to his wiſhes, and from a 
* conviction that he muſt, from ſuch 
% conduct, have been privy to the de- 
« ſign againſt me, I knocked the 
ee. ſcoundrel down with my piſtol. If 


he lived to riſe again, you will 


Ll 


probably, by having him before a 


. magiſtrate, come at the bottom of 
«this dark affair; I truſt you will do 


4 it, not only in uſtice to yourſelf and 
s 


 theworld; but to your unfortunate, 
but reſpeAful humble ſervant, 
en Ganrer, OvuTcasr.” 
N Sccron gf 108 „ o P. 8. 


* P. S. Part of the fifty pounds 
8 vou was pleaſed to give me, is in 


* mytrunk in my room, which Ibeg 

leave to commit to your diſpoſal, 
= « havin ſufficient money for my 
Re. e eee e 5 33 


5 thought. of writing to Miss Wild- 
man, according to my hoops but, 


SS S3 S &< 


Fong =D intercepted ; by; her father; 


and as 1. knew ſhe would be made 
acquainted, with my Gtuation from 
what 1 had written to bim. I walked 
into the Strand with this letter and 
thence diſpatched a chairman with 
it to Berkley Square. This, done, J 


Sound my mind ar eaſe, went into a 
oliee-houſe, got me ſome refreſh- 


ment 


the knees of my breeches, ſlouched 
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ment, reconnoitred - the depth of 


my purſe, which contained rather 
better than three guineas, and went 
out, about ten o'clock, in queſt 
of a lodging; whach, in order to 
elude all ſearch, I determined ſhould 


be in one of thoſe houſes, in the nar- 


row part of St. Giles's, where va- 
grants are taken in at two-pence a 


night. I ſoon found out ſuch a 


lodging, and that my dreſs might 
create no ſuſpicion, I turned my 
coat wrong ſide outwards; looſened 


my hat, rolled myſelf in the kennel, 
and affected to be in liquor. It an- 


ſwered all the purpoſes I wiſhed, and 
I was ſhewn up to a bed, without 


VOL. 11. B ſheets 
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ſheets, where ſome poor wretch was 


| already lain and faſt ſleep.” I was 


no ſooner in the room, than the man, 


who ſhewed me up-ſtairs, aſked me 
for two · pence for my lodging, lock- 
ed the door upon me, and told me, 
when I roſe and choſe to be let out, 
to ring the bell. He left me no 
candle, and all the light J had was 
from a lamp on the ſtair-caſe,- that 
gave light within the room, by a 
little window over the door. I could 
not find out by that light what kind 
of a perſon my bed-fellow was, but 
T examined his cloaths, and, by the 
beſt conjecture I could make, ſup- 


His breeches were leather, but exceed- 
| ingy 
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ingly greaſy; and neither ſtrings nor 
buckles at the knees; his waiſtcoat had 
been ſcarlet, but it had but one flap 
and four buttons, and his coat was 


originally what is called a thickſet, 
but out at the elbows; his hat round,' 


but grown brown with age, and his 
ſtockings blue worſted, but full of 


darns; they were, however, toler- 

ably well mended and pretty clean. 
I tried on the coat and waiſtcoat and 
found they fitted me well enough. 


The reader will perhaps wonder at all 
this; but, when J tell him my de- 


ſign, he will wonder no longer. My 
plan was to riſe before he waked and 
change cloaths with him, that I 


E. get into the country, in ſuch 


B 2 _ diſguiſe : 


. 
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diſguiſe without fear of interruption. g 
As I was not much diſpoſed for 
{leep, I ſurveyed my room, and found 
the furniture conſiſted of a broken ; 
chair or two, a table with three legs, 
an old ftoye in the fire-place, with a 
ſhovel and poker chained to. the 
chimney, - perhaps, leſt a lodger 
ſhould be pleaſed to make free with 
them; and leſt we ſhould carry a- 
Way the blankets was the reaſon, I 1 
preſume, of our being locked in. 
Bad as the bed was, I laid me down 
upon it, but could not get a wink of 
ſleep; therefore, when I heard the 
Watchman cry four, my companion 
being ſtill ſnoring, I dreſſed myſelf. 
imhis cloaths, except his ſhoes, and in- 
b | ea 


ead 


* 
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ſteadof four pence half pen ny and a lit- 


tle tobaccowhich I found in his pock- 


et, I left the poor devil half a crown; 
and flattered myſetf he would not be 
unhappy at the change; for though 


diſtreſſed at my - own ſituation, I 


could not but feel for his. I next 
cut my hair ſhort in the poll, with 
a knife, I had in my pocket, and 


pulled it over my forehead ;- and 


could I have ſeen myſelf, 1 have no 


doubt but I ſhould have ſtarted at my 
Own figure. When completely dreſ- 
fed, I rung the bell, and was let out, 


the chamberlain turning the key upon 
the man I had left aſleep. The fel- 


low ſaid nothing to me, nor Ito him, 


atid I walked off as compoſed, as if I 


had nothing to trouble me. 


1 . I 
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Ir being rather a cold morning, I 
walked haſtily towards Hyde-Park 
corner, without any thing about me 
of value, except, my piſtols, my 
cane, my buckles, my ring, my ſhirt 
and my pocket handkerchief, and 
about three pounds in money. Iwas 
preſently overtaken by the Exeter 
coach, and got up into the baſket; 
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| 1 W for a great coat, a gentle- 
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CHAP. X. 


= PU very cold upon the road, 


I found the want of a great. coat 
much, and at the inn where the 


coach breakfaſted, I got luckily equip- 


ped with one. On my ſaying in the 
kitchen I felt the weather cold, and 
would gladly give my ſhoe buckles, 
which were filver and faſhionable; 
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with the tea, and deſired freſh might 
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man's ſervant by the fire- ſide, em- 
braced the propoſal, ſaid, he had 


%a good livery coat to diſpoſe of, 


„blue with a white cape, which he 
« thought would fit me, and if Iliked 
«© it, he would ſwap with me.“ He 
Fetched down the coat from above, 
being a lodger in the houſe, the 
bargain was immediately ſtruck, and 


he gave me the coat and his metal 


buckles in exchange for mine: I put 


it on and inſtantly forgot my ſitu- 


ation; ſo much happineſs does a 


little degtee of comfort create. The 


only thing I noticed worth remark- 
ing at this houſe was, that ſome of 
the coach gentry had found fault 


be 
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be brought; but the girl put the 


fime into a freſh canniſter, and car- 
ried it in again, at which they were 


pleaſed. On my ſmiling at this, 


ſhe told me, < ſhe often did fo, for 


c travellers ſeldom knew good tea 


* from bad, or good wine from 
e bad;. that they found fault fre- 
«. quently for the ſake of finding 
„ fault, and thought by calling 
about them to give themſelves 


a 


0 conſequence; that ſhe had lived 


long enough in art. inn to know 
their trim, and always turned the 
4 tables upon them; and if at any ; 


«© time they diſliked the tea or the 
« wine, the carried in the ſame again 


in a freſh canniſter, or changed 
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the other for a freth bottle of the 


„ ſame wine, and it was immedi- 
„ ately praiſed with a This is ſome- 


&« thing like ! Why had not you 


„ brought us this before?“ The 


ridiculouſneſs of ſuch conduct will 
be better diſplayed by the following 
anecdote, to which I was a witneſs, at 
a place of entertainment in the neigh- 


bourhood of London. Three or four 
6 military gentlemen, who affect- 


« ed to be judges of wine, had called 
4 for a bottle of Liſbon. .. The. firſt 


«© who taſted it, ſaid, it was pricx- 
ed, and aſked. the opinion of the 
« reſt. One who boaſted in a ſupe- 
6 xior knowledge of wines, ſaid * let 


« me taſte i it, and having taken half a 
8 “ glaſs 


8 
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es olaſs, worked it about in his 
„mouth and ſpit it out on the 
6 floor, with a pricked ' Zounds, 
« tis. ſour. In ſhort, they all agreed | 
„ it was d-mned bad, and not fit 
« to be drank. The waiter was 
called, and, aſſerting it to be Liſ- 
4 bon and ſuch as no gentleman 
% had ever diſliked, he was ordered | 
to ſend his maſter ; the waiter 
„ having told his maſter the com- 
„ plaint, the maſter aſſured the gen- 
e tlemen that it was good Liſbon, 
„ that he gave the beſt price for his 
«- wines, and was ſorry they diſap- 
66 proved of it. Zounds, fellow,“ 
Ty ſays-one, do you ſuppoſe we 
c have neither taſte nor judgment?“ . 
| B 6 r Taſte 
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« Taſte it yourſelf. The maſter 
&« taſted it told the gentlemen, 
| & he was ſorry for the accident—it 
„ was a miſtake of the waiter, who 
had brought them Old Hock inſtead 
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of Liſbon, but he would change it 4 
« for them immediately. They 1 
<4 looked round upon each other | 
« with a ridiculous ſurpriſe at their | | 
« own ignorance, and replied, * Hock 
is it ?—Well, if it be Hoch, you | 
may leaveit;* and were thus con- 

_ *.tented to pay ſeven ſhillings, for 
What they would not give half a t 
*« crown for before.” But, to pur- 2 
ſue the thread of my ſtory. 81 \ 
0 ] 
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Ar the end of the firſt day's 
journey, I quitted the coach, and 
determined to travel on foot. Hav- 
ing loaded my piſtols, in order to ſe- 
cure the little money I had, I, the 
| next day, broke out of the high toad, 
to croſs a part of the New Foreſt in 
Hampſnire, as undetermined as when 
I firſt ſet out which way to proceed; 
and I had ſcarce walked a mile from 
the town where lay, but I. was 
accoſted by two men in tattered 
garments, having chubbed ſticks in 
their hands, with Which way are 
vou going, my boy?“ My beard 
was of four days growth, and! 
looked as rough, and as uncouth as 
either of them. I told them, I 
Cp - Was 
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« was a ſtranger to the country, and 
25M hardly knew which way 1 was go- 
6 ane. 46 Come then,” ſays one of 
them © let's ſee what you are made 
of; turn out your pockets.” On | 
thisI threw open my great coat and 


took one of my piſtols in my hand, of 
and they ſtarted. back; not expect- 1 
ing, apprehend, to find me armed. . 
n Harkee, ' my friends,“ ſays I, pre- YN 
fenting the piſtol at them I am G 
«one ofi the deſperate ones, and q 
<<. have more need of protection than 3 
e to be rifled; -1. am flying from 8 
the world, and if you can point 0. 
out to me any haunt in this 4 
« foreſt, where I can be concealed 11 
for ſome time, you will render, ki 
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e yourſelves of uſe to me and you 
%% may poſſibly find your account 
*in it; but if you act treacherouſ- 
«ly and attempt to deceive me, I 
& will; by the L- -d, lodge the con- 
c tents of theſe piſtols within you.“ 
« Will you be one of us?“ ſays he, 
who accoſted me firſt. What are 
« you?” rephed IJ. We are, re- 


turned he, part of a company 


4% who dwell in this foreſt, and lead 
& a very eaſy, undiſturbed hfe—we' 
<< are ſworn friends to each other, 


+. and live by marauding.” That 
is to ſay,” retorted I, you" are” 


+ a gang of raſcals. But, check- 


ing myſelf for the aſperity of the 
term; for. there are raſcals in 


| e e ee 
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every eib of life, from the firſt 


miniſter of ſtate to the beggar: itt 
St. Giles's, and te upbraid chews 


with: their conduct, is but to 


wage war with» mankind; (be- 
ſides, its the polite only, and the 
witty that can bear raillery.) 
« Come,” ſaid I, * lads; I don't: 
« mean to affront you. You may 
be as great in your” way, as 
& the beſt of men are in theirs; 
«you, perhaps, act but as the reſt 
of the world; that is, do no right, 
take no wrong, keep what you 
. get, and get what you can; 


66 plunder thoſe only who have not 


„ heart to give, live an independent 
Re Life "how ths fat of the land, and 


« kill 
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kill your own mutton,” Come, 


„lead on, L' ſee your company.“ 


But, we muſt know, ſays one of 


them, „ what likelihood there is 
« of your continuing with us; 

1 and that you will not betray us?? 
« My poverty,“ replied I, is the 
4 beſt ſecurity for my not quitting 


an eaſy independent life, and as 1 


% ſhall be but one, among many, if 


% T prove treacherous; piſtol me.“ 


„% Agreed,” —faid they, „give us 
« your hand,” and d- mn ine, ſays 
« one of theſe fellows to the other; 
if our .tulor wont be glad to have 


1 him among us l with that he pulled 


dut of his pocket a ſmall bottle of 


gin, and aſked me * if I would hays 


% ſup.“ I drank with them as a 
_ 
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ratification of the covenant between 
us, and then followed them. They 
informed me, that their company 
conſiſted of ſeventeen ſtout men, be- 
_ - tween twenty years of age and fifty, 
and that it was of many years ſtand- 
ing ; that ſometimes they have been | | 
more in number, ſometimes leſs, as 
now and then one of them died, and 
now and then would one of them 4 
fall into the hands of juſtice, 'and, | 
they loſt him ;. that they were well ( 
known throughout the whole foreſt, | 
and were conſidered by the inhabi- 
ants as a neceſſary evil 3 as, for one - | 


lawleſs-crime they committed, they t 

prevented many.. Not putting the { 
greateſt confidence in theſe my new ! 

en ant 1 © feb. 
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friends, I made them rather walk 
before me, telling them, that as 


we became better acquainted, I, 


% probably, ſhould not be fo miſ- 


« truſtful.” They took what I faid 


in good part; and told me, they 
*« thought we ſhould reach their 
6 place of rendezvous by the hour 
„of meeting, which was eleven 
„ o'clock.” They led me through 
many intricate and by- paths, and I 
obſerved, that though we. paſſed KM 
veral foreſters, none took any more 
notice of us, than merely looking 
back upon us after we had paſſed 
them. One perſon we met, indeed, 
ſtap ped and told us, his: hen-rooſt- 
had been robbed the nicht before, and 
aſked 
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aſked the man, whoſe name was 
Nim, whether he had heard any 
thing of it; he aſſured him, he had 
not; for; I found, on converſing 
with them; that they ſuffered no 
plunder in the place, if they could 
help it, but what they committed 
themſelves. As for ourſel hes,“ 
ſays Nim, . ive act with getier6fity, 
and never take, but from thoſe 

+ who can afford to loſe.“ I ob- 

ſetved to them, it would be hap- 
«« py for this country, if all men 
* /could boaſt the ſame ; for it was the 
i mis fortune of the wretched ever 
e to be the prey of the rapacious.'* 
By Gd, Nim,“ ſays Trig; fot 
that was the name of the other hon- 
3 Our 
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ourable ſcoundrel, I had been pleaſed 
to take by the hand; “ this ſeems 
<« to be à. good fellow, he muſt be, 


« our ruler next year;” (and to this 


mark of their approbation I made a 


bow of acknowledgement.) They 
told me, that one of the company; 
was annually _ ruler by a 


66 wahl of the re 


42 ende on, they were 
very deſirous of knowing my hiſ- 
tory, and what led me to withdraw 
myſelf from the world; ſuch ad- 
venturous Parts of my ſtory, as 1 


thought Would raiſe me in their 


opinion, I made them acquainted 
* * a feigned name; but 


* | 
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every other circumſtance I carefully 


concealed. When I had ended my 
- own ſtory; 1 begged to know theirs. 


Nx told me, he had been rider to 
a notorious ſmuggler, in the county 


of Suſſex, who amaſſed a conſider- 8 


able ſum of money by leaguing 
| with the Cuſtom-houſe . officers ; 


for, ſays he, though theſe men 


are appointed by government to look 


after and guard the revenue, they 
are the greateſt villains in the 
world. They betray their truſt, 


and ſerve themſelves at the expence 
of the ſtate. But herein,” re- 


turned I, <6 they do no more than 
« other great men of the age are 
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« accuſtomed to.“ — True, con- 


tinued he, don't at all blame 
« them. Every man for himſelf, 
„ and God for us all.“ On my 
defiring to know ſome of the 
methods he purſued, Nim gave me 
the following account. 

« RES: find it their in- 
« tereſt. to bring ſuch articles into 
this country as bear a heavy 
% duty.” 4 Tobacco- ſtalks, for 
example,“ ſays he, are a fine 
ce 


s article of commerce in this way. 
The firſt coſt of a ton weight of 
e theſe ſtalks at Dunkirk, is not 
more than about forty ſhillings, 


© and the 2 being near forty- 
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« eight pounds, they will ſell to 


« the Spaniſh cutters in London, 
& who convert them into ſnuff, for 
« fifty pounds a ton. Here then is 
« a fine profit; if we can diſpoſe of 
them for forty pounds, admit the 
* firſt coſt and expences amount to 
« five pounds, the ſmuggler gains 


«thirty-five pounds. Now this thir- 


E ty-five pounds enables him to bribe 
« the Cuſtom-houſe- officers in the 
* neighbourhood where they are 
«-Janded'; they are made. up in half 


&< hundred bags for the convenience 


of carriage bythe coaches and ma- 
« chines, and the officers will paſs 
6 forty of theſe packages, that is, a 
* ton werghty for forty ſhillin gs —If 


« the 
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the importer wiſhes to ſmuggle in a 
larger quantity of ſtalks at a time, 
than one or two tons, and catry them 


to any conſiderable diſtance from their 
landing, he ſometimes gets an officer 


to ſeize them, and mark them with 


the broad R;. and if, under this 


falſe ſeizure the goods reach the 
deſtined place unobſerved, the offi- 
cer has ſo much per cent; if they 


are noticed, in their way, by any 


other officer, not in the confedera- | 
ey, they are carried to the Cuſtom- 


houſe, and the officer gives to the 


ſmuggling importer that moiety of 
their value, that falls to his lot for 
feizing them. So that, admitting a 
ton weight of ſuch tobacco ſtalks, 
vor. 1. e at 
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at the Cuſtomshouſe ſale, ſhall 
f fetch no more than forty pounds; 
twenty of this is the property of 
the ſeizer, and being by him tranſ- 
ferred to the ſmuggler, he gets 
twenty pounds for what coſt him 
perhaps leſs than five. Was this diſ- 
covered, the officer would loſe his 
place; but what is his place (thir- 
ty-five or forty. pounds a year, 
which a man can earn at day-la- 
bour) in competition with the ſums 
they hazard ſuch a place for? Tis 
the fame with tea and other arti- 
diles ; brandy is ſmuggled in ſmall 
; tubs of four or five gallons each, and 
tes in oilſtin bags of fifty ſx pounds 
weight per bag. Twenty, thirty, an 
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or forty of theſe tubs or bags, are 
| ſtrung together by cords, with 
ſtones fixed to them in order to 


fink them——thas prepared, the 
ſmuggler runs his boat up into 
a creek or river, and having no- 
ticed the place, by land and other 
marks, throws the goods over- 
board, where they lie concealed 


from fight; and ready to be grap- 


pled up again, at a more convenient 
time. . | 


I navt been at this work often, 


and was thought as complete a 


ſmuggler as any in the country. 


Many a time have I left Dunkirk in | 


an open boat of three or four tons 
| 0 * eee 
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- burthen, and been off the Eſſex, 


Kent, or Suſſex coaſts, in the mid- 


$ dle of a dark night, waiting for ſig- 
nals from the ſhore, to give notice 


for landing; but this has been When 
we choſe to ſave the money to tide- 
Walters and Cuſtom-houſe officers, 


4 e this way of life a long 
time, but being afterwards out-law- 
ed, I offered myſelf to the ſociety 


to Which IL how belong, who ſubſiſt, 


in a great meaſure, by warring a- 


gainſt the ſmugglers, and as I was 


| thought acquainted with their prac- 


tices, and of courſe a good acqui- 


ſition, they accepted my ſervices, 
and I have been in the brothechood 
theſe four. * N 
5 On 
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Ox my inquiring what he meant 
by being rider to a ſmuggler, he 
told me, that a body of daring, re- 
ſolute men, were appointed by the 


importers to tranſport the articles 


they landed, from one town to ano- 
ther; that they rode in troops from 


fixty' to one hundred in number: FI 


bidding defiance to all law and" op- 
poſition ; that they conveyed their 


tea and brandy with them openly | 


in the face of day; each horſe carrys 
ing his rider and three hundred 
pounds weight; that for this ha- 


zardous enterprize they: were paid 


one guitiea'a week each; and ſeven 


millings a day: travelling expences; 
and that it was no wonder the Te: 


S venue 
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venue ſuffered ſo-much as two milli- 


ons of pounds annually, when ſmug- 


gling had arrived to ſuch a pitch, 
as that ſhips of force carrying twen- 
ty guns, were employed to bring 
merchandize from Flanders, and 
2 ſuch bodies of men were hired to 
convey it from place to ee when 
on ſhore. | | 


As we were now fo near the place 


of rendezvous, Frig had not time to 
let me into his hiſtory, but promiſ- 
ed it at a future opportunity. A 
very ſhort time brought us up with | | 
the company, having travelled as J 
conceived, about ſeven miles from 
the "IR road, They ſeemed to be 
all 


1 88 
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all met, and ſuch a ſet of banditti 
F had never ſeen aſſembled before. 
They were ſeated on the ground, in 


a ring, within a glade in the thickeſt 


part of the foreſt, and as a eircular 

trench was dug out within this 
ring, to let down their legs as they 
ſat, the ground before them ſerved 


them for a table, which was. raiſed 


above the level of their ſeats by the 
earth thrown out of the trench; be- 
fore each man were placed his wallet 


and his weapons of defence, a- 


mong which I diſcovered a carbine 
or two, two or three pair of ruſty 
piſtols, a few old cutlaſſes, and each 


man had a bludgeon beſides. On 


my arrival at this place, my com- 
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panions introduced me to the ru- 


ler, as one that wiſhed to be of the 


company; whoſe honour and attach- 
ment (for theſe were their own 
words) they could: venture to an- 
ſwer for. Gentlemen, ſays J. 
addreſſing myſelf to the body, . you 
6 ſee here before you, a man, who, 
though young in life, has ſeen e- 
* rioygh-of the world to be fick of 
ns ; «6 it; and who will be bappy to | 
ind à retreat among you. I am 
n ſtranger to fear, and equal to 
„ any thing conſiſtent with pru- 


4 dence." I preſume you are go- 


* verned by ſome laws of your 


« own, and you will find me a 


« ſtrict obſerver of them. What 
« the 
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& the majority of this company 
46 dare propoſe, 1 think 1 dare un- 


* dertake; and if conducted wit 


6 ſpirit, will almoſt anſwer for the 
66 event.“ This ſpeech ſeemed to 
meet with general applauſe, and I 


took my ſeat at the board among 


the reſt. On enquiry I found they 


were a parcel of villains that deſery- . © 


ed a halter, and as I paſſed by a fic- 
titious name, and did not boaſt of 
greater virtue than the reſt, I Was 
conſidered in no better light. | 


As ſoon as I was ſeated; the ru- 
ler, who did not want for ſenſe, ad- 


dreſſed me in the following terms. 
Vou have been introduced here by 


he. * our 
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our noble and worthy friends, 
Nim and Trig, and I truſt vou 
are not inſenſible of the dignity of 
a ſeat among us. Whatever opi- 
nion you may entertain of this 
company, I venture to aſſert that 
we are all honourable men :— 
Men above any abject meanneſs. 
Like the nobles and rulers of the 
land, we live, indeed, by plunder, 
but it is the plunder of the vil- 
1. and ſuch as are enemies to 
the community we belong to. Is 
it not juſt to take from the op- 


„ preflor, and make him refund the 


wages of peculation? Does not 


“the ſtate benefit by forfeits and 


*« eſcheats, by fines andconfiſcations ? 
2 5 16 And x 
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„ doing harm; if, therefore, we 


terror only to the man of rapacity 
and the ſmuggler. If we now and 


- 


MODERN TIMES. 59 


% And if it be lawful to take from 
a villain has property in any caſe, | 
it is equally: lawful to do it in ail 
«© caſes; for neceſſity cannot juſtify 
a bad act. The lower a ſcoundrel 
is kept, the leſs power he has of 


confine our plunder and depred- 


and the lawleſs; far from acting 


66 
ations to the griping, the uſurious 
66 
«« wrong, we are doing what is 


right. We live here, my friend, 
« -ſecluded from a wicked world, 
protectors of the diſtreſſed, and a 


«6Þ then break in upon the equitable }. 
TRIS Cc 6 „ daoctrine 
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0 doctrine of mine and thine, it a- 
« riſes only from an error in judg- 
“ ment, or falſe information; as it 


44 frequently happens at the boards 0 
% of cuſtom and exciſe, where they E 
too frequently authorize oppreſſi- 0 
«on upon fimilar pleas. of excuſe. a 
„Often has a Cuſtom-houfe officer a 
«ſeized a man's property, that has « 
* paid the legal duties, merely be- a 
«© caufe the time of the permit, by q 
„ which he is allowed to remove it, « 
% has expired a few hours: and 6 
What is this better than robbing || « 
«on the highway? At the worſt, | 5: 
ve act but in conformity with the 
« reſt of the world, where the lang- 4 

eſt arm ever * in a claim for 8 


1 «. the 
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«the largeſt ſhare. It is the cuf- - 
« tom of | fate ' rulers to enrich” 
ce themſelves at the expence of the 
„ community, andtoſtick at nothing 
that will add either to their plea- 


4 ſure or. convenience; but I diſ- 


« claim ſuch conduct. I enjoy no 
privileges but in common with the 
reſt, except that of leading them 
aon occaſionally in deſperate adven- 
% tures ; and, as to excluſive bene- | 
4 fits, 1 have 1 none; nor do 1 with 
for any. The plunder I acquire 


is ever ſhared among the com- | 
#5, pany; more happy in having ac- 
«quired it, than in any diviſion 
that may fall to my ſhare. In 
ſhort, my * whilſt you think 
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* proper to. continue with us, you 
will partake equally in every thing 


s we poſleſs, and if you now and 
« then 'get fome hard blows, you 
„ will have the ſatisfaction of ſuf- 

« fering in a noble cauſe?” 


Svc was our fuperior's introdue- 


tory addreſs to me, and it was not 
without its influence. 


EL A* almoſt aſhamed to own 
it, but I continued in this fociety 
near two years, and gave ſuch 
univerſal ſatis faction, that in three 
months after my joining it, I was 


unanimouſly choſen their ruler; 


and 1 n myſelf from ſome 
falutary 
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aur regulations I propoſed and 
carried, that I placed the company 
on a more - reſpectable footing than 
it had ever been before. We acted 
ſometimes in a body, and ſometimes 


by detachments, and ſo ſcoured the 
hole foreſt, as to keep it tolerably 


honeſt. We were at conſtant war 


| with the {mugglers,” robbed them 


whenever we had an opportunity, 
and in ſo doing became uſeful mem- | 
bers to the ſtate. 
mine, and which I believe was inva- 


It was a rele! of 


riably attended to, never to commit 
any depredations but on ſuſpected 
people, on the griping and avariti- 
ous, and ſuch perſons as ſtudied to 
be troubleſome to us. If we had 

notice 
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notice of any robbery committed 
within the foreſt, we never reſted 
till we had ferreted the villain Gut, 
or given him into the hands of juſ- 
tice ; ſo that we had often preſents 
for ſuch ſervices; and if we were 
at any time charged with picking 
up a bag of tea, an anchor of bran- 
dy, a ſtraggling ſheep, or a wild 
turkey, that might have been the 
property of a ſmuggler, a griping 
farmer, or the like, it was generally 
winked at, and thought no more 
than what they deſerved to loſe. A 
preſent from any of the inhabitants 
of a toothleſs ſheep, an old ſow, a 
keg of gin or beer, or a caſt ſuit of 
| cloaths, was ſure to be rewarded 
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with protection for ſome months 
afterwards; ſo that in fact, we had 
the whole foreſt under contribution. 
WMe lived almoſt in the open air: we 


had, indeed, two or three mud ca- 


bins in one part of the foreſt; but, 
in the ſummer, we ſlept chiefſy under 
hay ſtacks, dty banks; cart-lodges, 


and ſuch other ſhelter ; and in win- 


ter, the farmers, upon aſking leave, 
would, through fear, ſuffer us to ſleep 
a night ortwoin their empty out- houſ- 


es or barns, and very often give us re- 
freſhment in the morning. Before 1 
_ Joined the party, I believe they would 
occaſionally take a purſe upon a bye- 
road, (witneſs the attempt that was 


made upon me,) and would ſometimes 
ſtretch 
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ſtretch to other enormities ; but there 
was no money collected during my 


time, except, perhaps, in the way 


of deceit, ſuch as feigning diſtreſs 
and exciting the compaſſion of tra- 


vellin g ſtrangers: nor, do ] believe 
that any of the party proceeded to 
lengths, that would have amounted 
to more than a petty larceny. 
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On cup or 1 Laing. the 
clevereſt and beſt informed fel- 
low of the: whale: gang, and having 
a genteel carriage, I was deſirous of 
knowing his hiſtory ;. and one day 
when the party was upon the 
ſcout, and we two left alone, at my 
requeſt, he gave me the ann: 
account of himſelf. 


— 


« Wno 
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* Who my mother was, I cannot 


% ſay, but the perſon who called 


1 
te 


- 
/ 'J'4 


oy 


| himſelf my father, was a ſheriff's 


officer, who got pretty ſnug- 
ly into -life, by plundering the 
wretched, and preying upon the 
oppreſſed. When I was at an age 
to remember any thing concern- 


"ing him, he had a woman lived 


with him who' paſſed for my 
mother · in· law; but it is a doubt 
with me, whether ever they were 


married. However, be that as it 
may, they lived together as man 


and wife. The common public 


room of our houſe, was a miſer- 


able dungeon, under ground, cal- 
culated te convey an idea of horror, | 
ey that 
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hat men who had lived tolerably 
in the world, and who on an acti- 
for debt, were unfortunate 
enough td fall into his hands, might 
oath the very fight of the place, 
nd be glad to give him five ſhil- 

ings a week to be admitted into a 
tter room. We had one up- 
irs, that would contain twenty 
* perſons, and it was generally full 
« at five ſhillings a head; this. with 
« half a guinea a week, for half a 
+ bed, and two ſhillings and ſix- 

« pence a day from each, for a 
«© wretched breakfaſt and a worſe 


dinner, put a conſiderable deal of 


6 money into my father's pocket: 
— but this was not the only mode 
3 % he 
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— 


1 he had of gaining money. She- 
44 riffs officers give ſecurity always 


& for their truſt, ſo that if they 


« ſerve a writ, and let the priſoner 
4 go at large, after he is once ar- 
- 4 reſted, they are liable to pay the 


% debt: tis on this account they 
will make fifty excuſes rather 


Fs, 


* 


e than ſerve a writ in the preſence 
1 of the attorney or the plaintiff; 
te but when there is no Prying eye 
„upon their conduct, they will of- 
ten, on receiving a preſent of a 


4% guinea or two, ſuffer their pri- 


4 ſoners to go and look for their 


+ bail themſelves; and ſhould they, 


% when at liberty, not keep their 
6 word, am * the officer at 
5 &« the 
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<<, the time appointed, he will tell the 
4 plaintiff or his attorney, that he 
«© never was able to meet with the 
« defendant. In this ſchool, the 
receptacle of a variety of wretch- 
* edneſs, was I brought up till I 
was nineteen years old, and if 1 
was born with any natural feel- 
ings, they were here quite eradi- 
cated. I-was taught to load an 
« unhappy wretch' with additional 
< miſery, and rob him of every lit- 
e tle: degree of comfort he might 
e poſſeſs, in order to make him 
pine for relief, whüch relief was 
e never afforded but at an exorbi- 
« tant price. We had a licence for 
« ſelling wine; but that wine was ſo 


Giri Ji. 3? | = poor 
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poor and ſo ſour, that it required 


ſomething ſtronger always to qua- 
« lify it; and, if a priſoner wiſhed 


4 to ſend out for brandy or ſtrong 


„ beer, we always exacted as much 


& for fetching it, as the liquor was 


© worth. I ſhould have continued 
with my father, he deſigning me 
to be one of his followers, but 


my mother-in- law led me ſuch 


* weary life, that one day when 
my k father was out, opened his 
bureau, made free with about 


3 twenty pounds of his ill-gotten | 


wealth, and decamped: and of 
courſe, nn 1 face 
in, 


= . * a g 
pO 1 «© I HAD 


= 
#,% 


MODERN TIMES, 73 


«/] Har ſenſe enough, with theſe 


„twenty pounds to equip myſelf 


<<. with neceſſary cloaths, and by an 
66 application | to A regiſter-office, 
«© got me a place; a character for 


+ which, coſt me no leſs than a 


«© guinea... As a Sheriff's officer has 
« always bail at hand, to give ſe- 
6 curity to an action, at a price 
<6 /proportionable - to the debt the 
“ pri ſoner is arreſted for, ſo theſe 
« keepers of regiſter- offices, ] have 
„always a | houſe-keeper or two 
<<, ready to give a character to thoſe 


ho want one, and are enabled 
„to purchaſe it. The price of a 
< vritten character is a crown; that 
„of a verbal one, by one of theſe 


Vol. II. D « friends, 
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% friends, a guinea, It was a gui- 
% hea, however, well laid out, and 
„ did not grudge it. It procur- 
e ed me a place at a tea · dealer's in 
Bond- ſtreet, to open and ſhut up 
A ſhop, carry out parcels, and do 
t other things. My maſter, from 
ce dealing with women of faſhion, 
* had acquired a ſmoothneſs, of 
x6 tongue fufffclent to deceive: ;the 
a devil, and he found it ruf greit 
34 uſe to him. If any woman came 
er, to his ſhop in u coach, or on 
3 foot with à fervant behitid her, 
le whether titted or not, ſhid wers 
ae always a lady, and during her 
*. ſtayß che word iadyſbip wus/ ſel- 
5k dom: our | of his mouth. Ht 
e „Would 


451. 
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& would ſtand all day dreſſed at 
his ſhop door, when he had no 
« cuſtomers within, and bow to 
« every carriage that paſſed; and 
cc whilſt he was at dinner, he ex- 
6 pected me to be drefled, and to 
bow for him. Why didn't you 
© bow to that coach,” ſaid he to 
% me, one day warmly ?: I told 
\ nk him it was empty,— what's 
« that/ to the ' purpoſe you block- 
« head,” returns he ? Always bow 
to à corònet full or empty.“ 
„ Abd e Fabfided by chis plan; 
« for he had à world of buſineſs, 
© and was! fuppoſed to be a mo- 
« nied man. I was in the ſhop one 
« "Gays, * a lady aceuſtomed to 
* 7 NM drink 


— — 


a 


/ 
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« drink twenty ſhilling tea, came 


cc 
£6 
Co 
6c 
6 
cc 
- 
© 


6c 


os, 


6& 
66 
6c 
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25 


in and aſked to, ſee ſome of his 
beſt Hyſon. He ſhewed her a 
canniſter at eighteen ſhillings a 
pound. She took it to the light, 
ſmelt it, taſted it, rubbed it in 
the palm of, her hand, ſmelt it 
again, and enquired if he had no 
better; he aſſured her ladyſhip, 
there was no better to be bought, 
and perhaps he ſpoke the truth; 
for all tea-dealers mix their teas, 
as wine merchants adultezate 
their wine and ſpirits. They 


make Hy ſon of all prices, from 
ten ſhillings to eighteen, by 


mixing it with what is called 
Bloom, or common green: then 
« again 
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© again they dye it and ſcent it; a 


* 


few drops of Bergamot, &c. thrown 
% into a pound of Souchong, is 
„ fold for Cowſlip, or a tea of a 
„ ſuperior nature; and as I general- | 
« ly had a hand in theſe adultera- 
„tions, I can take upon me to 
% fay, I believe the tea my maſter- 
% ſhewed this lady, was as genuine 
« as any ſhe could have met with. 
«« But, it would not do; Better, 
e ſays the, © Mr. Congo, is cer- 
* tainly to be bought, for 1 drink 
better every day, though tis true 
* I give more money ſor it. If 
« you have no better, I am ſorry | 
for the trouble J have given you.“ 


* 


On her leaving the ſhop, he re- 


D 3 «« plied, 
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« plied, © if your ladyſhip does not 
object to price, I have a. peculiar 
kind at thirty-fix ſhillings a pound, 
* which I defy the whole town 
to equal.” Thirty-ſix ſhillings!” 
„ exclaimed ſhe, returning, I ne- 
ver heard of ſuch a price, —it 
muſt be a curioſity Pray let me 
ſoe it.. % He then reached down 
another eanniſter of the ſame 
„ tea, and ſhe, examining it with 
4 ſome attention, cries, this to 
be ſure is confiderably better; 
+ but the price amazes me.—Why 
did'nt you ſhew me this at firſt ? 
Weigh me out two pounds, and 
* if I like it, I will ſend for more.” 
% Thus did this fanciful woman 

tbeig Wo „ pay 


— 
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pay thirty-ſix ſhillings, a pound 


for tea, which ſhe might have 
had for eighteen, But tis the 


„ way with theſe ladies; not 


knowing the value or price 
„of , commodities, they are taken 
in by almoſt every tradeſman they 
deal with, So that with all the 
* patade of prying, looking over, 
© examining, enquiring, cheapen- 
«ing, and ſo on, they will give 
<5 Gfty per cent more than other 
people. Knowing nothing beyond 


the line of life they are in, they 
rate the goodneſs of every thing 


<< by its ptice, and eonceive a low- 


i prieed article to be nought but traſh. 
Goods within their knowledge, 


1a *? | D 4 Ls they 
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„ they will go far a- foot to pur- 
«© chaſe. City traders unuſed to 
« deal with ſuch perſons, will not 
<« often take advantage of their 1g- 
&-norance. They will not aſk 
«. fifteen ſhillings for a purſe at a 
% coach door, which they will fell 
4 for half the money to a cuſtomer 
% on foot. There are ſome ladies 
« ſhrewd enough to know this; 
« and yet theſe, inſtead of going 
«© in their own carriage, will pay 
4 four ſhillings for a hackney 
&© coach, to fave two- pence a yard 


„ on a dozen yards of ribband: In 


«a word, they owe all this to their 
pride, their vanity and parade : 
« they will ge a Popping as they 
„ call 
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& call it, morning after morning, 


tumble over a great variety of 
% goods, give a great deal of trou- 
* ble; and not buy; and often 
„ when they do buy, they will not 
pay for years. Were perſons of 
fortune to act conſiſtently, they 
« would ſoon find their account 
* in it; but whilſt they go on as 
e they do, they muſt not be ſur- 
* priſed at any thing they meet 
„ with.“ 


29 


I TOLD the captain, that I had 
not only heard that wine-merchants 
adulterated their wines, but abſolute- 
ly made them; 
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TERRE is not the leaſt doubt 
« of it,” returns he; three fourths 
of the White wine drank in this 
kingdom, are compoſitions put to- 
*, gether here, and made palatable 
by a liquor they call favour; and 
as to Port, what is generally 
drank, is a mixture of malt-ſpi- 
+ rits, red wine and turnip- juice“; 

For the benefit, of economical readers, 
the following are the proportions. Forty- 
eight gallons of liquor preſſed from turnips, 
| eight gallons of malt ſpirits, and eight gallons 
of good Port wine, coloured with Cochineal 
and ronghened with elder tops. It ſhould 
ſtand two years, in caſks, and one in bottles. 
If rough cyder is ſubſtituted for turnip- juice, 
and Coniac-brandy for malt ſpirits, the wine 
will be the better. 1 


*. 


for 
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< for the whole kingdom of Por- 
 tugal could not furniſh half the 
quantity here conſumed. But to 


return, ſays he, to my ſtory.“ 


„I $HOULD have continued with 
«© Mr. Congo longer, but I happen- 
„ ed one day, to let the cat out of 
4 the bag, by telling my maſter, in- 
„ advertentiy before the exciſeman, 
„ho happened to be in the ſhop, 
* that a bag of tea which he had 
« ſtowed away in the cellar; was 
„ burſt, and à good deal of the tea 
„ ſhed. Por there is not à tea- 
ee dealer in town or. country, but 
„ what ſmuggles more or leſs. 
They are to conceal no exciſeable 
o b⁰˙ D'S Äͤ;ꝰ—ñ¾ ñꝑ 
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« goods from the inſpection of the 
„% exciſeman, and this idle expreſ- 


66 


cc 


£6 


but it loſt me my place. 


<< fion of mine, not only coſt him 


a ſilencing fee of twenty guineas 
to ſteer clear of the Exchequer, 


* 


© I APPLIED again to a regiſter- 


office, and was next in the fervice 


of Mr. Porcelain, a chinaman in 
St. James's Street. This maſter, 
like my laſt, had little to do but 
with women of fafhion, and gave 
me an opportunity of ſeeing a 
little more of their folly. He had 
originally been a Welch drover, 


was a man of low cunning, and 
where he picked up his knows 
Fl 0 TA | * ledge 


rr 
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60 ledge i in china, I know not, but he 


66 
66 
40 


. 
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46 


* 
«6 
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«6 


was reckoned, a connoiſſeur, and 
became the ſtandard of taſte in 


this branch of trade. Poſſeſſed 


of the moſt beautiful and valuable 
collection in town, his ſhop was 
the morning ſaunter of thoſe ladies 
whoſe fancy took that turn. His 
mode of keeping up this collecti- 
on, was by culling the china clo- 


ſets of women of quality in a very 


artful and deſigning way. His 


plan was to find out what ladies 


had the beſt collection, and when- 
„ever they came to his ſhop, he 


«6 


46 


gave them to underſtand, that he 


took china in exchange, and poſ- 


66 an they might have' a few. ode 
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articles, of little value to them, 
„but which When aſſorted with 
other pieces, which he might find 
„ amongſt. his lumber, might be 
« worth ſomething. This general- 
ly procured him accels to the clo- 
„ ſet: beſides, there are few collee- 
„ tors of china, but (like collect - 
“ ors of natural curioſities) are fond 
of diſplaying their collections be- 
fore thoſe * are . 
1% oſos. - Wilco har 1118 
40 Ka was one day in lay Betty 
4! Soft's cloſet, when a pi riof old 
% Lvaſes of uncommon beauty ſtruck 
„% him. But, he was ſilent. She 
„% ſhewed him every thing in turn; 
me i Rl | &.and 


Ct 
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5 and aſked: his Opibion of it. He 


did not fail to praiſe moſt things of 
« little value, and depreciate many 
of intrinſic worth; but declared 
„ he had not ſeen upon the Whole 
a more valuable collection any 
« where; and that her Lady ſhip, 
% ſhewed herſelf a woman of un- 
common taſte. There was no- 
thing, he ſaid, throughout the 
+ cloſet, that arraigned that taſte, 


4 


but thoſe vulgar vaſes in the cor- 


* 


ky ner, Which he would adviſe her 


's 


** 


ladyſhip to put upon the mantle- 
“piece in her nurſery.“ Nur- 


ſery, ſays ſbhe, Mr. Porcelain? 


* they will ſoon be of no value 
there, and they ceſt melia great 
q * | 66 deal 
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deal of money. Then your 
& ladyſhip was impoſed on, returned 
% he. Tou had better take them 
* then,” replied lady Betty, with 
. theſe odd articles we have picked 
out. They were of little worth” 


he ſaid, by themſelves but along with 


% other things, he would allow her 
% ladyſhip ſomething for them. He 


„ accordingly. took them away with 
« him; and was no ſooger gone, 


than her ladyſhip's maid was rung 
„ for, and made acquainted with 


* 


% the buſineſs of the morning.” 
Porcelain, the china-man,* ſays 


ſhe, has been here, and thoſe va- 
+ ſes, which you and others have ſo 


7: much admired, 1 find are trum- 
1 JI 4 pery 
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pery things. Who told your lady- 
« ſhip ſo?” replies the maid: Porce- 
lain himſelf;' returns ſnhe, he declar- 
ed they were the moſt paltry things 
in nature, and a diſgrace to my clo- 
« ſet; and he has taken them away.“ 
Taken them away !“ exclaims 
Bridget, ſure, my lady, you would 
* not ſuffer yourſelf to be cheated 
in that ſtyle ; he has'under-valu- 
ed them merely to get them into 
his own clutches, and will ſell 
them as great rarities. Aye! fays 
lady Betty, then ſend Thomas 
after him immediately, and let him 
bring them back. Thomas was 
<+61nſtantly diſpatched,» but Porce- 
« lain, on * reaching home or- 
* « dered 


90 MODERN TIMES. 


0 dered me to carry them up to the 
* top of the houſe; and on being 
told the man's errand,” *,, cri- 
ed out, how very - unfortunate ! 
I had no ſooner brought them and 
* ſet them down upon my counter, 
© but'a-gentleman, who' came in at 
© that inſtapt; aſked: the price of that 
ordinary pair of vaſes, and I have 
ſold them to him for à fong. Run, 
© Will,” ſays he, to me, + down that 
_ <iſtreet, - you'may:[paſſibly; overtake 
him in a ſcarlet gold-laced waiſt- 
coat he has not been out of the 
+ ſhop five minutes.“ ] ſet off as 


ehe ordered me- but the vaſes 


were irrecoverable. And three 
months afterwards; with-ſome ad- 


Þo15b ?? _. __ 


66 


66 


MODERN TIMES. 91 


the + ditional painted ornaments to diſ- 
ng „ guiſe them, they added to his 
i- ſtock of china, and were rated as 
"2: antiques.“ 

ad | 

er, « ON my ſmiling at the idea of 
at “his painting it a-freſh, he told 
Mat me, it was a practice with him: 
Ve He has beenknown to ſell a whole 


5 ſervice of white china painted 
and varniſhed over, for that which 
is burnt in, and when a dinner 
has been ſerved up in it, the ſteam 
of the diſhes has obliterated the 
painting, and all the figures wave 


6 


* 


$ 


* Ia ; 11 p 1 
$6 vaniſhed.“ 4 01 43 1 : 
* " *» #1," ” * £ F . a 
— - / - o GI «4 ' * : 
- | + 35 . a a F | 8 4 * * 
12 4 *. ww 1 bine * f * Y 


92 MODERN TIMES. 


-« He uſed to furvey his cuſtom- 
«ers from head'to foot, and aſk a 
*« price according to their appear- 
« ance.” What ſhall I give you, 
ſays a lady, one day, to him for 
that ſet of Dreſden china ?* It 
«© was Chelſea, but as ſhe took it for 
« Dreſden, he alked a Dreſden price, 


„ (twenty guineas) and it was pur- 


« chaſed. In a few weeks after- 
„ wards,. her friends informed: her 
it was Chelſea.“ She accordingly 
flew to him and wondered how 
he could preſume, to ſell her that 
ſet of Chelſea china for Dreſden.“ 
« I never fold it for Dreſden,” re- 
turns he; your ladyſhip aſked me, 


5 what I would have for that ſet of 


cc Dre 


m- 
K a 


bargain was ſtruck, the jars put 


„ turned round to me, hugging 
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« Dreſden china. I thought you 


c 


c 


4 
4 
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cc 


16 


£6 


had been a judge of china by your 
buying it up ſo. Had it been 
Dreſden, it ſhould not have gone 
for forty pieces. But, if your 
ladyſhip diſlikes it, you are wel- 
come to change it for any thing 
elſe.” *+ Diſappointed, the look- 
ed round and fixed upon a couple 
of jars worth about ten pounds, 
which he valued at thirty; but, 
to make her ladyſhip amends, he 
would only take of her five gui- 
neas, beſides the breakfaſt ſet. The 


into the coach, and her ladyſhip 
no ſooner from the door, than he 


% him- 
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«© himfelf in his adroitneſs, with 
% By Gd, one of the e is 
4 n 2 $8 


« Tits puts me in mind of a 
6 ſtory, I have ſome. where met 
„ with. A cane: ſeller in London, 
fold a gentleman a cane for five 
« guineas, and to a ſecond, the fame 
„kind of cane for ten, telling him 
get was à unipue, and there was not 
« ſuch another inthe kingdom; theſe 
4 two happening to meet, and the 

_«</kEſt upon an examination of tlie 
% two canes, conceiving himſeif im- 
« poſed on, went to the perſon of 
whom he bought it, and rated him 
n 5 but he had fuf- 

| 9 fict- 


© 
wy 
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« ficient addreſs to reconcile his cuſ- 
„ tomer to the purchaſe ; who im- 
« plicitly believed what the ſeller 
« told him.“ It is a great miſ- 
<« fortune, Sir,“ ſays he, that you 
are unaequainted with the great 
value of that cane. I have been 
looking out for you every day, ex- 
pecting you would have called tb 
< have thanked me for letting you 
into ſo good a purchaſe on ſuch 


© eaſy terms.“ I have examined the 


two canes," replied the gentleman, 
and ſee no differehce. “ Difßer. 
ente] exclaimed the ſeller all the 
difference in the orid the one 1 
ſold for ive guineas, is merely jams 
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bee; whereas your's is a Joum- 


beau. 


1 | 1 Jn 4 4 
4 9144 


„ Svcn a man was my ſecond 
©. maſter; and you may ſuppoſe, that 
„ under the roof of two ſuch art- 
ful inſtructors, I muſt certainly 
% have improved. I learned a good 
44 deal before I left home; but ac- 
e quired a further degree of know- 
e ledge under Mr. Congo and Mr. 
Porcelain. I fell in ſo much 
4% with my, maſter's natural diſpo- 
4 ſition, that he began to like me; 
4 but an accident here alſo deprived 
% me of my place. Our ſhop was 
1 une kept open | after | five 

+: « g'clock 
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o'clock, ſo that I had a good deal 
« of time upon my;hands;—ſome of 


* 


0 


„ my evenings I uſed; to ſpend at a 
ſpouting club, in the neighbour- 


hood; where, though a very bad 


„ ſpeaker, I got ſuch a rage for de- 
e clamation, that I was always re- 
e peating ſome paſſages or other, 
« whenever I, had opportunity, 


©, Whenlſpentmyeveningsathome, _ 


©. uſed to entertain the, maids with 
« my theatrical abilities. One of 
<< theſe; Suſan, a ſimple country 
% wench, was mightily taken with 
my ſpeeches. I have ranted away. 
Hotſpur, till ſhe has, with her 


* 


C 


* 


mouth open; been as ſtiff, and as 


% motionleſs; as a ſtatue. But one 
even- 


evening, when I was in ſpirits, I 


„ clatter, that the bell was rung, 


my murderous tongue at firſt had 
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% gave them a few paſſages out of 
4 Alexander the Great, and I had 


« worked myſelf up to ſuch a pitch, ; 
„ in the ſcene with Clytus, that : 
« when I was to kill him, in a pa- 1 


«© table, forgetting that my maſter 
« was overhead. This made ſuch a 


<« and, Suſan went up, ſcarce recover- 
ed from that frigidity of horror, 


« thrown her into.“ What's all 
*\ that d ned racket below fays 


my maſter— N othing,'Sir,' ſays ſhe, T k 
© but 'Alctander has juſt killed-Cly- || © 

phus.“ -< If he goes on in this * 2 
22 2 2 1 


1 way 


MODERN TIMES. ' 99 


way, returns my maſter, © I ſhall 
© have him in one of his fits, deal- 
ing death among the china, and 
do me twenty pounds worth of 
© miſchief.'—Upon this I was diſ- 
« charged.” 


I caves him to underſtand that 
I was quite entertained with his 
8 manner of telling his ſtory, as it 
wy fell in with my notions, that of 
2 making remarks on life as I paſſed 
along, and begged him to proceed. 


He ' replied, « from what he 
* cold learn from his acquaintance 
« who. were in the ſervice of o- 
+ thers, that tradeſmen, thow their 

| E 2 © worſt 
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t worſt goods and oldeſt patterns firſt, 
« particularly filk-mercers, linen and 
woollen-drapers, haberdaſhers, and 
the like; that they have particular 
lights in their ſhops to give them a 
falſe appearance; that they pretend 
to examine the goods narrowly, to 
make the buyer ſuppoſe they would 
„ not deceive him, aſk more than 


. 


La 


tt the thing is worth to allow for a- 


bating, erib alittle in th quantity 
«or meaſure; and then reach their 
ſcales to weigh the money they re- 


% Celve. 


In ſhort, that there is not a 


trade or profeſſion but what has its 


<<, myſteries and arts of defrauding ; 
that mien open their ſhops, {et ont 
155 their goods every morning to im- 


10 poſe 
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+ poſe upon their cuſtomers, and 


_ «« chearfully ſhut them up again at 


night, after having cheated all the 
„% day, like the woman who after 
„talking all the ſcandal ſhe can, 
«© wipes her mouth and ſays the has 
done no harm.” 


% SINCE then,' continued he, as 
„ whatever is, is right, and theſe 
„% men with whom I had lived were 
„ doing ſo well in the world by a 
„ little artifice and fineſſe, I was un- 
* happy I could not ſtrike out into 
« ſomeway of life myſelf that would 
„ raiſe me above the ſituation of a 
«' ſervant. However, thought I, as 
there is a tide in the fortune of 


E 3 all 
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«© all men, I will wait with patr- 
« ence. Something may turn up 


** - = mÄ _ 
: = «+ tv "> "wg — — 
— —— — * 
— K — —— 
w — rr, rr — 
— - — — FIR — 


unexpectedly.“ 


— — —_ — — OO CO 
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ds 


PRESENTLY,” continued he, 
got another place, which was 
to wait upon a young gentleman, 
* who lived upon an allowance from 
« his father. The old man, was 
«2: widower, had been very low 
< bred; but was fortunately in the 
< pollefign-of a good eſtate; which 
9 « * 3 away in a very 
8 4 ., 66 ex- 
EO 


* 


3 
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2 * 
. — 


extraordinary manner. He Was 
immoderately fond of farming, 
and fancied he had a talent, which 
few men poſſeſſed, that of im- 


proving land to the higheſt de- 


gree of luxuriancy. He was of 
opinion, that, of all men, he who 


ure 


made two blades of graſs grow, 


where only one grew before, was 
the moſt uſeful in ſociety. Under 


this idea, he took farms in moſt 


15 


* 


parts of the kingdom, though he 
had not ſufficient toſtock them; he 


* neither ploughed nor ſowed, but 
aid down all the land he could 


in graſs, and what he could not 
<« lay/down properly, ho ſufferedna- 
„ ture to 22 8 down for him n th 
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« ſcutch graſs, thiſtles and docks. 
« T hough he was a ſenſible and 
+ ſhrewd:man in other reſpects, he 
% was a madman in farming, and 
„would almoſt deprive. himſelf of 


_ + neceffaries, to lay it out upon land, 


4 


which yielded him little or no re- 
& turn. The fineſt crops of graſs 
“ and clover he has ſuffered to rot 


» 


on the ground, under a notion 
*« of feeding the land. Nay, he has 
been known to ſow his graſs lands 
„ with carrot and turnip ſeed; and 
% ors: being aſked his reaſon for it; 
replied, < graſs land could not be 
© too full of ſeeds.” © He has filled 
« a. barn with potatoes, waſhed and 
« piled. away at a great expence, 

| 5 46 and 


F 


Th 
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&< and fuffered them to ſtand there 
* and grow through the thatch. 1 


“ there could be no harm in robbing 
« ſuch a man, for the ſake of his 
„ ſon, whom he had brought up a 
„ gentleman, and whom, vhilſt 
s poſſeſſing a large fortune, he would 
4 ſcarce allow ſufficient to exiſt 
«..0n.. I really pitied my young 
% maſter, who was an only child, 
« from my heart, and uſed to plead 
his cauſe with the old gentle- 


tort any thing from him.  How- 
ever, one day, when I had been 
* about a year in the family, I con- 
4 trived * get a little of his cath * 
Sage [21 >. (cf 5 he 


“ mention all chis, to convince you 


man often, but could ſeldom ex- 


K 
1 3 
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„% he had Actaceived. 3. debt of 
„ four hyndred pounds, and was 


* coming into the room where I and 


« my maſter were. Igave my maſter 
<« the wink and he leſt us; and the old 
«© gentleman, having the bag in his 
* hand; ſhut to the door; but did not 
C ſee that I was in the room. This 
* 15 a ſtrange age we live in, faid he 
to himſelf, I know not what to 
make of it. Never was there a 
greater fondneſs for money, nor 
ſo much difficulty in getting one's 


n. Debts now-a-days, are like 


wchildren, begot with pleaſure, but 


brought forth with pain; however 


I have no need to complain, hav- 
ing juſt received four hundred 
r E 6 pounds 


FY 
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* pounds,thiar. has mass to me 
two years, and it will go x great 
way towards ſtöcking Littlecot 
farm. So, Mr. Raſcal,” continues 
he, ſeeing me and hurrying the 
bag into his coat-pocket!--+ Raſcal; 
Sir l' returns 1, I am ſure 1 
dont deſerve. that name. es, 
raſcal, ſays he, you are the ruin 
of my fon. Vou may tell him 1 
am very angry with him.“ With 
my maſter, Sir ? replies I, In- 
deed, you are not the only one 
who complains of him; his con- 
duct is grown ſo abominable of 
late, that it drives me beyond all 
+ patience.” Indeed l' ſays the old 
man, why, enn you and he 


s were 


= > 
— — 


C5 


* 
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* were perfectly agreed.“ Me, Sir?“ 
returns I, affecting unhappineſs 
at his ſon's conduct, · far from it; 
I preach to him too much, for 
that; I am ſure, I am always put - 
ting him in mind of the duty he 
* owes' to you and to himſelf. 
$ Why, we are every moment at 
daggers drawing. He can't bear 
I fhould tell him how ill he be- 


h , haves to you.. And do you quar- 
j- rel with him for this?“ ſays he, 
e That J do, and pretty handſome- 
* * ly too, returned I. I have been 
»f under a great miſtake then, ſays 
11 he, for I always underſtood that 
d * you-encouraged him in his extra- 
1 9 re and difobedience.” | . Ah, 


re 935079" ? N Sir, 


ny 
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Sir,“ exclaimed I, © fee how inno- 
_©* cence is often ſlandered and op- 
«: prefſed 1 Sir, if I may be believed, 
6: was you to pay me for being his 


to him than I do, to make him be- 
have more ſoberly and diſcreetly; 
Sir, ſays I to him very often, 
in the name of goodneſs, don't be 
carried away thus with every wind 
that blows, obſerve a more pru- 
dent carriage, and conſider the 
«worthy gentleman your father; 
+ who is depriving himſelf of neceſ- 


+ faries' to fave and get money for 


you.“ The old man feemed to 
te chuckle at this, and coming up to 
me, I made an attempt to pick his 
wg? BY ET s pocket 


* 


governor, I could not ſay more 
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% packet of the bag; but not ſuc- 
% ceeding, I went on. And no 
longer break his poor heart with 
« your behaviour, but take up and 
live as he does with reputation and 
4 honour.“ „Here I made another 
« attempt:and ſucceeded,” Why, 
that was well ſaid,” replied the old 
gentleman. © And what anſwer does 
© he make?” | * Anſwer ?* ſays I, 
A pack of ſtuff; that almoſt makes 
+ me mad not, but to ſay the truth, 
© he retains in his, heart the ſeeds of 
« honour and virtue, you have there 
ſown. But, alas, his reaſon has 
no longer any power over him! 
However, Sir, I hope 1 ſhall be 
able to; bring him over at haſt,” 
0s + | Do 
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Do ſo, my good lad,” returns the 
4 old man, altering his voice to a 
« ſofter tone than when he called 
e me raſcal,” Do, and you will 


find me your friend. When you 


ſee him next be ſure you ſay as 
many fine things of me as you 
0 can Let me alone, Sir, Tays 


. for that; I'll do the buſineſs, 


4 


never fear,” At this he was 
« going to quit the room; but re- 
A. turned as recollecting himſelf, 
6c wich. e Lord, lord, how for- . 
« petful Iam! 1 proteſt I was go- 


ing away, without ſo much as 


fthanking you for your good ſervi- 


ces. Stay.— 'I give thee ſome- 
0 ng to remember me, and b began 
. 


- W's 


. a 
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EC SY a 
4 to feel for his bag :; frighted out 
4 of my Wits, left he ſhould miſs 
I} i, Feaught hold of his hand, with 
a Not a farthing, Sir. He, on the 
1 contrary, ſeeming determined to 
u gratify me, cried W * upon 
aa it z. but 1 would not quit my hold ; 
1 and declared he ſhould. not, fay: 
os 6 ing 1 was not one of thoſe ſfiſh . __ 
bY, a perſons who act only from inter- 
, ' eſt.” ** I know that, ſays he, but 4 
A « ſtil —carrying his hand toward 
1 «his pocket; but as I had not quit 7 
2 ted him, I pulled it rather forcibly 
1 the other way and addreſſed him 
" 9 warmly, wit with I muſt deſire, Sir, 
1 vou will deſiſty Fam a man of hon- L 
5 our N farther offers of this a 


* na- 


# + > ©#s:* 
ks i . 1 
„ '- IS @« 


* * 


* — 
= 


- 


* 


+ ww” 
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bt: , nadir will affroht 1 me. ft At 


this he gave it up, but up- 
poſe, ſays he, you was to carry 
my ſon a little preſent, perhaps, 
that may lead him to think you 
his friend ?*:« By no means, Sir, 
N « ſhill frightened leſt he 
«{hould miſs his bag. Keep 
« your money. It; will look too 
much like a bribe. —lf 1 ſee,0c- 
+ cafion, I can but aſk you. Well 
then, ſays he, (be it fo.” But be 

* fare, ply him well, and leave rio 
+ ſtone unturned to bang chirhiover; 
.& andIthall ever value yon. At this 
| 4 he left the room, and. nie: almoſt 
et out of breath for fear. As ſoon 
I "A a8 * gone” Ik fifty 
85 guineas 


. * * * 
Wo NG 
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* guineas out of the bag for myſelf, 
for Ii think I deſerved it, and car- 
ried the reſt to my young maſ- 
« ter, telling him how I got it. He 


+ ſeemed very thankful and gave 


«© the ten pieces for my clevernefs 
«© for, ſaid he, he was ſure it was 
*«* no ſin to take it from him, as it 


© wouldotherwiſe have been thrown 


| 66 eee ee 


© A few iden after, in my 


young maſter and I were wasche 
the old gentleman Joined us, and 


« ſeemed to be in a very = 


mood. What are you two lays 
„ing your heads together about 


Weeze warrant you. , 
ne, «A 


- 
» af 


* 
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And I hope, no harm Sir,” ſays 

«© his ſon.” * That's more, returns he, 

% than I know. I'm forry, ſays I, 

to ſee you ſo much out of humour, 
Sir. Peace, raſcal, cries. he, 

« or Pll lay my cane over you.— 

* Sorrow's but poor comfort to a 
man that's loſt his purſe.' Have 

—— you really loſt it? Says my young 
maſter; yes blockhead, returns 

« his father, I have really loſt it. 

1 Have you found it?“ I with 
had,“ ſays the ſon. The devil 

| | + doubts” you,” returns the father. 
lt you bad, I ſhould never fee it 
again „Had it fallen into my 
? maſter's hands,“ ſays I, I'll be 
e it would have- been re- 


* 


* 


ib bag. turned 
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© turned untouched.” * Yes, yes, 
% replies he, © rogues are always 
ready to anſwer for one another, 
«1 wiſh you would anſwer” for 
« yourſelf ; it was whilſt I was hſt- 
* ening to you, ſcoundrel, or ſoon 
« after, that I loſt it; it was pick- 
© ed out of my coat pocket, or 'I 
5 / muſt have pulled it out with my 
© handkerchief.” * Pulled it out 
with your handkerchief moſt like- 
© ly Sir,” returned I: what kind 
© of purſe was it?“ That I ſup- 
poſe, ſays he, you would be 
glad to know; no, no; I have no 
© other mark to claim it by.” On 
„ my telling him it might fall in 
«6 "WP * to recover ĩt for him, if he 


«© would 
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4% would deſcribe it to me, he ſeem- 
« ed to liſten to me, and deſired 
5 his ſon to leave us together. As 
% ſoon as he was gone, he began 
& to [addreſs me in ſofter terms, 
* and ſaid, his baſtard's extravagant 
& courſe of life, often put him out 
“of humour, and led him to ſay 
things he did not wiſh to. fay. 
Upon the whole, ſays he, my 
good fellow, I have ſecretly con- 
6 fidered you as a faithful honeſt 
lad; and would a few hours ago, 
haue given you a {ſmall teſtimony 
of my good opinion, but your 
confounded ſcruples, would not 
ſuffer me. I beg I may do it 
1 now.“ At * be gave me 2 
1100 7 . 9 couple 


u. couple of guines, 8 if vou 
ed can, ſays he, by any means 
As recover my money for me, Fl be 
a friend to you as long as I hve." 


4 « You are ſenſible, Sir,“ replied I, 
nt « if it 4s poſſible to be recovered, it 
ks cannot be done without great 
5 trouble and ſome expence. What 
” reward ave you willing to give the 
ay * finder ?' + Hah? Reward?” ſays 
A he, ſtarting at the very idea,— 


aft . ſuppoſe you offer a few guincas,— 
you may go as far as gu. -I aſk- 


„, 8 

* ed him what was the ſum he loſt. 
* 6 Fourhamizedpounds, Mb And 
ot cẽan you think cned I, of offering ſo 
z ſnall a reward That would undo 


* us $ quite, the meanneſs of the offer 
le | « would 


nd © 


120 gphomenx Trans” F 


* 
©-wopuld. prevent its being returned, 


in order to puniſh you. Five, in- 
deed, in hand, as a part of fifty 
more, if returned - nothing like 
generoſity in theſe caſes. Was it 
© not a canvas bag: at the word 
& canvas, he ſeemed tranſported, I 
thought he would have kiſſed me.” 
Ves, a canvat bag, I ſee, my dear 
fellow,“ ſays he, you do know 
« ſomething; of it.” I told him, that 
* Idid hear ſuch a bag was found by 
a pooriſh man, but little imagin- 
c. ed it was his; ſo probably if this 
man could be found, what with 
6 perſuaſions, threats, promiſes, and 
good words, it might be recover- 
6 —_ vn „Nothing more likely, ſays 

he, 


2 
" N 
9 

— 
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Do then, my good lad, ſat 

F _—_ it immediately, for no time 
+ ſhould; be. löſt. -. But, Sir, re- 
"44urned J, the, ſearch of this man 
will be- attended with ſome ex- 
pence, and you know, Sir, I am 
not in +a ſſtuation to give you 
etedit. Wc Upon W hich | he Have 
%me three guineas, Three 
„guineas !“ 3 * what is 
chte guingss ? L. can't think of 
Icking mean in this affair, pure- 
+ ly.,for your ſake, 5+ this drew 
from him two pieces more; then 
„dir, there's drink money, that 
got another guinea,—meſſengers 
© to one place this a guinea more 
% ---diſpatches to another---Bribes 
vol. 11. F * to 


H 


* 
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cc to dne Hume to another.“ 
6 S death, fays the old man, who 
gave me more and more for every 


'© purpoſe ;* «© Ti give no more un- 
+ leſs its brought me: but, Sir, 


* * ſays I, you forget the five+pieces 


© as a reward in hand.” 


{6 Zounds;“ 


. ſays he, at this rate, you' Il pick my 
| pocket of every guinea I have. 

4 Well, having got about twenty 
'& guineas from him, I promiſed 
him to do my beſt; but on my 
N. leaving him, he directed me to 


count the money and ſee the gold 


"ue yas all weight, and that none of 


. it was . 
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I Ask ED him if he returned 
the bag of money. Not a ſhil- 
« ling,” fays he. The fifty 1 
% took, I had too many uſes for, 
« and.the remainder, which I gave 
« ry young maſter, I believe, did 
„ not continue with him long 
6 enough even to know how much 
„ he had. He never counted his 
money; he judged bf the quanti- 
ty only by the time it laſted,” - 
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66) ATH bthis fifty pounds I 
- 4 


e determineditodfetiup? fr 
myſelf, accordingly 1 quitted my 
10 place, and hearing of an orphan 
vyoung lady of ſeventeen years of 
age, who was heireſs to a fortune 4 


« of fix thouſand a year, one thou- | * 
4 ſand of which ſhe enjoyed dur- 15 


v6 het intnority, and who lived with 


« „an 


pretty, ag he was: rich. My 
. & pgxt-ſtep. was, H poſſible, to get 


* 
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uin aunt at the welt, end of; the 
town; I determined to make a 
4 bold puſh, and try if I could not 


carry her; With this view! fe- 


, quipped myſelf with a ſuit or two 
of ganteel cloaths, and paſſed for 


entlang. Having, found out 


7 the, houſe where ſhe lived, 1 fre- 
nent walked under the win- 


5 9 = With the hopes of ſeeing 


ke. and, at nnd ewe whom 


'* agcets to her. For, this purpoſe, 
7 went to 3 publicrhouſe in the 

** neighhourhood, addreſſed myſelf 

8 * a chairmen L chers found, and 

„%, 


3. 


— 
* ® * | F 
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made many enquiries. reſpecting 


„ the family, particularly where 


' «© they viſited,” and where they re- 
„ ſided in the country: all this I 


learnt; this done, I contrived to 
«/ get to the ear of ſoine of the ſer- 


4 vants, Which J Iikewiſe effected. 


4 The chairman to whom I firſt ap- 


640 plied, told me, chat the Wobttlan 
<and coachman uſed" that hoſe 


<« and were generally there in an 


2 evening between tea· time and ſup- 
per. At this hour 1 went, and 


«6 was introduced to them. 1 took | 
the footman' apart, gave bim to 
at underſtand Lwas a gentleman ad 1 


| <4 an of family and "fortunes 
10 "that accident had thrown me * 


3 II 


3 


MODERN TIMES. 127 


the way of his young miſtreſs and 
I withed- to be better acquainted 


6 with her ; and if he would aſſiſt 


« me in ſo doing, I would endea- 
« your to be his friend, and as an 
«earneſt of that friendſhip I tipped 
« him half a guinea: he promiſed 
me all the aſſiſtance in his power, 
4% and told me, that both ſhe and 
4 her aunt were to be at the play 


K 
1 


4 


- 
* 
©. 


the next day, having a couple of 


«© box tickets for a benefit. This 
« intelligence was every thing I 
«© could wiſh. I was at the theatre- 
6 « the ſame night, . . procured admiſ- 


* Gon, into the fame box, and had 


the happineſs to be particularly 


8 « noticed by her 3, for I ſet cloſe by 
bo $ bed of Fs At: 255 EF 


* 


«© her ſide! 


9 
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* her ſid Whett the play was 
e over, I handed her to her carri- 
<< age; and politely took my leave: 
& The day following, I found out 


4 the footman again, and made 
& enquiries reſpeding the lady's 


maid; He affured me, he was an 


mn open- hearted girl, and did not 
% doubt, but ſhe would favour my 


_ © views. I wiſhed very much to ſec 


e her; and he promiſed to aſk her to 
6 give me a meeting. An opportini- 
10 ty ſoon occurred for that purpoſe; ; 
ie the footman brought me word the 
10 nat day, chat Bis young miſtreſs 
* and her dunt, went out an airing 
= every morning about twelve, and 
. that if 1 would go to the houſe 


et in their abſence, he had made 
| 6 their 


1 
1 
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their porter acquainted with my 


9 5 wifhes, and he would let Miſs's 
maid know when 1 Was there. 
I tgokithe. firſt opportunity of ga- 
i 5 ing, and law the coach driye | 
fam the door. A tete-a-tete ſoon 


took place between, me and the 
<: majd, whom I made alſo my friend 
by preſent of ſiye guineas. She 
7 promiſed to plead my cauſe with 
* her young miſtreſs, and did it 

* fieftually.. An, ipteryiew Was: 


M « appointed, and I was to meet her 


in Kenſington Gardens. On the 


« day Hxed, the promiſed to he there 
© ith her maid, who, n m com- 
« ing up, xtired. 1 had now an op- 


portunity of prefling my ſuit, and 


« J did it with as much warmth, as if 


© 2 % Thad 


—— = 8 — — 0 
— — . a 
1 
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we] bad been really i in love." I told 
25 her a thouſand lies ſo paſſionate- 


c 


* 


* 


« parting promiſed to meet me again 


« the firſt opportunity. The ice 
. beiity now broken, through tlie 
means of this ſervant, we carried 
„on correſpondence for near a 


4 month, when I Was given to 


66 


3 * 


46 underſtand, that the family was 
ret tiring to ther med in \ Efaidp- 
WOT” 0 0 29 Pat 


, $44: v5 7% ; j- s # 


Fe 3 4 12 +0; 4 4 2 128 
Tuts buſineſs was expenſive, 


60 but thinking myſelf ſure of my 
* prize, I obtained goods upon cre- 
« git, and pawned: them as ſoon as 
HY Faik ar He 2B e deliver- 


„ bog Fs * 
78 C, 1 


Aly, that the poor little credulous 
« thing believed them all, and at 


o 


K 
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«delivered by this nieans, I was 
4 enabled to keep up appearances. 
„] followed Miſs into the country, 
ner under a pretence of tak- 

ing a walk, I had ' frequent op- 


. portunities of being with her, un 
„ fHoticed by her aunt. The -ſers 


„ yants I took care to keep in my 
ge intereſt. She agreed at laſt to 

give me her hand, and it was 
propoſed that we ſhould ſer off 
for Scotland, and that her maid 
<« ſhould accompany us. Having 


thus brought things to a cris 


„ ſis; and finding ſhe was poſſeſſed 
« of ſome: very valuable diamonds, 
„ T adviſed her by-all-means to take 
< thoſe: with her, as ſhe could not 

r - - - - 
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cath 
of returning 8 
and it 


66 

Was 1 

«upp RIES] ao 

ace 8 0 with > e A proper 

and the 5 * this * 'the 
— 


64 
err: | 
devil 
' 


vo 
* uld ee it, an accident hap: 
ow at 
r overthitent all T1 | 
had 
b ut. * 31846211; 


Mw i: 26 
N Der 


«, was at, — — ti 

« the ne evening 4. 1 

4 thei ;ighbours ada club, derte 

10 ir os e oke 

. 1 

time ratl nong FOR 1 deen ad- 
„ wit apreeab ! affed m 
——_ — — 2 

75 y was 
an 
£6 elderly 


þ 


.Y 


derly 


44 aid was much taken with ; bet 
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« chicobp tradefinan, lately married." \ 
toi a ſmart young woman, whom If 
| „ had, once or twioe ſeen, i >< 


, 


3 


government, that he uſed to 
beteh him home at night 1 2 
„ regiilan;hqur. | He: had beef often 
„ rallied on this head, and was ſo = 
90 greatly aſhamed-of it, chat, unller | 1 
<p promiſe nat to ſtay longer than 
« eleven, The agree to go to bed 
betore him. Like other babblets, © i. 
< who. often lay apen their wn 1 
affairs unaſled, and frequently I 
to their prejudice; be gave us to 
„ underſtand, ſhe was too jealous to 
ſuffer the mad. to it up for 
t 1 . 57 him, 


be was. 0 much under pettiaoat wt <0 


* 
| 1 
7" 7 
F LI 
* - 
| * 
* 
. * 
1 
oy 
- * 


-—_ 


n 
— 


* a. 

* * n f . * ; " *. 
0 #*: Y * - 
* 0 * 

4 | :, | 

we AM. © 
bes.” 154 Mex Ins. 
N *-”” uot - 


in bim, and that as the door would 
| ks not unlock on the outſde, j it was 
wine? den upon the tech. On being 
bs 3 
1 light?“ Says hen no- Our 
is 1 höuſe is not ſo. large, but 4;xan 
I ” ad y way: mp) inte my om 
5 Wichgut a light; we lay but on 
the one Pair of ſtairs, bver the 
* ene 1 dat determined he 
| [* ech ons, de fen. der for hie 
| 45 21 communication, nd concerted it a: 
with the reſt of 'thecvcompany,, to 
_ him from home beyond his | « 
4 br”) uſual hohr, to ſee whetlier his «< 
E « wife would come the next night 
4 to fetch him. Accordingly, in 4 
96) the; courſe of converſation,” talk. 
Miel | 46 ing 


e. * 


> _ 
. hs 


* 


| 
l 


| 
| 
| 


{ 
| 


— 


> K 5 
— — _ 1 
2 — 
— „ a * 
> vw * 


| a "7 5 mae ü ee a but 
| «© bands, I put iy gentleman upon 
dee Metal, and offerctl"ta' lay him 5 —— 
„bet Gf re! Swiness, that ki ns 5 
Tr. not thy out that night ell” > » 
* Half after buefue. From an . 
1 on that bis wife wöuld b. - 
agp, and not low thehour bt #] q 
* his return, he took the berg and 2 
he when che eder ruck Weyen, F 7 
his 4 was erdeeding lu, © 

1 l. About twenty *runutes after, * 

to i took d French leave, went o. — 
his . to his houſe, lifteck che latch, nf... 
his without much difficulty, found 
ght my way into tlie chamber Ver 
in the "ſhop. All was quiet, and un 
alk- | the fair one alleep. Having un- 1 
ing 1 * dreſſed 


. 2 - 
— 2 * 8 
man, Gaye RP oh IO 1  __ 2— — 
—— 


| MOPÞ3 «77 Ms. 
— b Ireſed myſelf at the ſtair head 


«the. Wohn, and the es may 
25 . ſuppoſe I ag not lang before 1 

* was between the ſhects. 1 [had 
dt little time, and wis detct- 
65 mined to make the heſt uſe of it. 
CH She Won naked aud ſpoke. tc me, 


4 ” E uhr. However, whether | ſhe 
was, able in the dark, to Elin 


i 


Br cheat, 1. KNOV nat; but this 1 

Ce know, dhe was as kind to me as 
% could. wiſh When 1 found 
her compoſed, I began to retire, 


1. but ſhe ſoon miſſed me from the 
b5hotb * ; 6, bed, 


o — 


Mat + # whe the door, 1 ſtale into 


=, 40 but foumd m not pole to a 


[ 7 PE: 850. between ber huſband and 
nf Ty ma, or any WAY. diſcovered the 


40 


"* 
64 


10 * ee 


bed, and heating te at 
„ the door, and 1 not anſwering 
„ her wien the fpoke;. fuſpecting 
* ſuppoſe, e trick bad been 
42 « played cher, ſhe roſs with = 
„anger, ſeized me by the ar be- 
fore 1 could get away, e 1 g 
„the houſe, aud 1 was unfostun- * - 
10 ately tiſcovercd.; » F' was hw: * if 
«© ever; » (olfered'to drels- myſelf: = 
« return to my quarters. 


8 
* 540d * 


« Tun air made dies _ < . 1 
in the vilige, and preſontiy reach: 
ed the manfion. The young lady 
was to aceompamy to Scotland, 

took offence at my cohduck; and 7 
be 1 rad never" e 10 foe: her a- 


5 * f « "JF - 
\ ; 2 * 
9 4 > Id 
4 8 : 
AP. = 
. * |: 
* * 4 
- 
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* « gain. Other ine might 


| 85 5 10 Se -againſt me, but 1 
8 could not learn what they were. 
„ wrote” one or two) letters 
«to her, but All to no purpoſe. 
* * The family preſently left - the 
* 84 20 country, and J heard of her no 

* 8 266 more: it was 'a fortunate event for 4 


0 ro — a l unlucky one for 
| | 928 N | 


A 


3 The en bulband + F<. 
i. ww. mined to proſecute me for violat- 
1 ing the hongur of his wife; but 
oc ce the lawyers could not well adviſe 
A if hit how. to proceed. Some pro- 
„ © *« poſed indicting me capitally for 
6 44 h 7 * 2 n and 975 


17 


5. 


0 . 
Mg BI " 
af 
* 
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yht 66 painting houſe by night, x 
1 if done with a felonious intent, 1 
ere. being a ſpecies of that crime z- , » , |} || 
ers but as the wife was conſents 4 
ple. ing to the act it could not be 
the « felony). of courſe, not burglary. | 
no „% The ſame argument prevented, its 1 : | | 
for IN © being deemed a abe. Others Mi 
for Il © were for indicting me for grand = 
8 larcency of ftealing privately from the 
I © ger/on; but what did I ſteal ? | 
ter- Nothing but her conſent. This 4 
lat- not being any thing that could in 1 
bur fact be carried away; the idea ggf þ 
viſe If © proceeding on that ſtatute, fell/to 1 
pro- the- ground. . Aons, of -it i ir 
* * &c. Mere then propoſed 3 p 


F ll 


"2 TP. 
= 14 — — * * 
- * - * 4 : * LV 
r 
* "FJ 5 
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Th . 

* . the whole: centered at Iaſvin : 
+ a proſeeution for ol - - 
3 ee, 4; 
: . 898383 1 | 8 . 445 4 
3 £& er this being more than 1 I 0 
13 eue Aland, Iithought it better to l 
«" decamp and wiſhing, a5 ye did, 
e 


| 4 K 1 hide myſelf for a whale, I 
e made a-propoſal to thia company 
"Y te join them, and thieychdmitted 
2 eee ene | 
71 5 

IN this. Fond ſtate, bid 1 
could boaſßt ef few indulgencies, 
| the fe, 1 leg was orderly; and 
"2. Gl Ants: beste iments, There 
£ un fire diſcipline e kept up among 
us, a dead of bein ng Pape? 


Sl / WODT%N) UAE nd * 


bebe untaly iim ang: for had a 8 | 
inform ibn been laid. by any, ind 8 | 
* vidunl of She gang ag his c 
"A 'rades, che neighbouring magiſtrates 
aig -would never bave zetiocd it;ahere - 
Hd, NN e an iimpeschsehnt by the whole 


in 


8 5 gang of any individual, . guld, hae * 
any been ſufficient to have called out a 78 
red 


warrant againſt, him; fo much ps"; 
out. company Sonde d 39 a ne8hf” » 

8 faryoavil. At our gengrab megtings, 
b I each of us, H turns, was the rn 
cles, for the day, till che laſt yar of. ay * 
and times When we togk in huge g 
here women among us, onß ff Wh, 


Wong bythe general voice, AS xulet, MAS «, 
to be ſacred to me, and the othergwo 
- were in common among us all. 
L + ANA K | They 
8. 


o 1 — * 7 
* | 2 - . 5. 
U 3 
* Cs * 
"4 » 4 
6 2 
"3 1 * 


has? 
* + | 


7 
a | * 1 Fig 
'8 pe 


* 


| did not continue long enough to ſee 
* e they got obet the difficulty, 1 

| & _ * underſtood they meant either to drop 
"Ubi baſtards iu ſome diſtant pariſh, 


| . 
ts fidelity of ty lady, 1 was not 
very "micaly about what became of 
ber bürthen. An event happened 
that determined me to quit the con- 
flexion, ati when it took place. 
left A right 711 ner to K ſuc- 


| 


P ceflor. 34 Bi 5n9 2 257 
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2 2 Soi alk Froved progruitn before 1 q 
he 5 7 ſhe company, and though 1 


"off lay chem dt the doors of ſome gen- 
" Uciliet's 8 houſes, or wear them to N 
8 perſöns that had been their common 
Coe # "Uſfurbets." However, as I'doubted ' 


. 
"HoDzn 116 


© InronatariION had been giren us, 7 29 
that in à part of che foreſt, conceals | 
ed under ground, a body of ſmug- 
glers had ſtowed a conſiderable | 
quantity of brandy and other things; x1 4 "| | 
we foptid it out, and the, booty con - 26) 
fiſted of 300 anchors of brandy, 20 
half anchora d gin and 25 bags E 
tea, containing 5o Ib. each. 755 This 
being lodged at a neighbouring cu *. 
tom houſe, it was Sema e 
ſold, and our part of the maney a 
mounted to 540 I. Which, hh 
Among eighteen was 301. 4 4 man:; 0 
thinking I ſhould never meet with 
better opportunity of pig - 
ſelf for a more reſpectable employ, 
when in pofleſſion of the cath; I'took 72 AF 

„ 2 Frenck 


— * X g | 1 4 N 1 7 
+ YAH a = 4 1 _ 
ws 5 5 * << | 
* = * ii . + gf 
* * 4 + # * 
2 N ” 
- 


z _ 
1 * 1 "Us 
_ A — K 


Cs Mon. x IAS. 


eh leave of my campaniqns, 
and neyer * e 1 of 
_— Sean finces!,,, k BN 3 
1 4 2 . d e br. . 
I” 22 Ki 1. Was in the E when 
1 I. quitted the foreſt, and the firſt 
ll © place] tetired to wis Lymington, 
Where I oftnid. long enough to get 
Af ey angels. new dteſſed. It is almoſt 


I. 


2 
With hat i 6quitable and right. 


Ihave often chought, that it is with 
_ Giffigulcy that men wha. have been 


— Hbergliingtions vo fall away, from an 
” boheſt cual of, life; J elt fel 


hurt GPA Nen. ſt emerged 
(15091 7 8 „ | from, 


7. Inf@nceivable to think how I la- 
e e my paſt cnduct 


7 trought up relig aux, land with 
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from, and endeavoured to convince 
myſelf, that I was not ſo bad, as the 
world may ſuppoſe me, from the 
account T have here given. 1 began 
with reflecting, that fear had driven 
me from one ſociety, and that like 
a hunted animal I took ſhelter in the 
firſt place that offered: that I no 
ſooner became a metnber of the com- 
pany I have deſcribed, but I la- 
boured to reclaim them, and flatter 
myſelf that I in 4 great meaſure 
ſucceeded ; from villains of the firſt 
denomination,” I reduced them to 
ſcoundrels of the ſecond, made them 
rather ſerviceable to the community 
than otherwiſe, and had they fol- 
lowed the example I pointed out by 

VOL 11 G my 
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— 


my own conduct, they might have 
ſeparated and become honeſt men: 
I conſidered that unlike bad ſtateſ- 
men, bad citizens of every claſs, 
who are a ſcourge to all men, we 
only were a ſcourge to the obnox- 
ious; and that if the neceſſities of 
a ſtate can authorize and render eqi- 
table the general plunder of our 
enemy, both by fea and land, we 
did no more, though in a narrower 
ſcale; we plundered only the ene- 
mies of the Cuſtoms, of the fair 
dealer, and of ſociety. In a word, 
if I acted wrong, or an unequi- 
table part in life, I took the firſt 
opportunity to ' relinquiſh it, and 1 


98 
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wiſh every one could lay their 
hand upon their heart and lag the 
ſame. 


I will finiſh this chapter with a 


ſtriking anecdote on the fabje&. A 


merchant of London was ſtopped on 


the highway by a man whom he 
ſoon diſcovered to have been once 
his ſervant. Inſtead of delivering 
his purſe as he was ordered, he be- 


gan to reaſon with the robber. 
* Good God, Thomas, could 1 
have ſuppoſed that you would 


% have taken to this courſe of life; 
% % whom I always imagined 
+ ſiiatly honeſt? — „ Come, 
9 Mas OR replied the highway- 


G 2 man, 


— 1 


* 1 
27 
0 0 
1 
1 
\ y 1 
' 
\ 
4 
"= 
4 
4 
d 
4 
: i be 
T 
Fi 
4 
i] 
4 
1 ( 
i o 
z o 
- FR a 
© 7 
3 q 
— 
= 
{8 
f 
Tn 
' ö 
+ 
* 
. 


148 MODERN TIMES. 


% man, „ bad as I am, I'm as ho- 
«neſt as you. Have not you em- 
e ployed your whole thoughts, 
% time and fortune in fitting and 
&« ſending out privateers to plunder 
the French, and other countries: 
« and what is this but robbing on 
the highway?“ ““ As different, 
ſays the merchant, „as light and 
* day, for we have declared war 
* againſt the French.“ If chat 
be all the diſtinction,“ vetorts 
the robber; „ have declared War 
« againſt all mankind. Therefore 
give me re 10 ls G-d 
% Il blow your brains out.“ —The 
only difference between you and me, 
ſaid a pirate to Alexander the Great, 

| 9 who 
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who upbraided him with piracy, is, 
that I commit hoſtilities with a ſin- 
gle hip, you with a whole feel. 
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N this great length of time, it 


may naturally be expected, that 


I ſhould have thought ſomething of 


Miſs Wildman, and have been anxi- 
ous to have known the determina- 
tion of the jury, reſpecting the death 


of the man 1 ſhot, if I really had 


killed him; but, as in the courſe of 
the laſt chapter, I was unwilling 
N 7 | | to 


— 
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to interrupt my narrative, I will 


tell the reader now, that ſcarce a 
day paſſed, but ſhe was uppermoſt 
in my thoughts; her ring had ne- 
ver been off my finger, and I often 
kifſed it with. fervency, with the 
pleaſing remembrance of the donor, 
and the animated hopes of calling 

her, one day, mine. Being out of 
the way of all. information, and no- 
ver having ſeen a newſpaper, } was 
totally iu the dark reſpecting the 
tranſaction that occaſioned my flight. 
In no public. houſe could I find pa- 
pers fo far back, and I was afraid 


to make any enquiry.” Being now, r 


however, in the world again, I 


2 proper to write to her, to 


G 4 „ 
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let her know I was alive. The 


following is a copy of what 1 


wrote. 


MY DEAR M1Ss WILDMAN, 
- am ſtill in the land of the liv- 
ing, in good health, and in as good 
ſpirits, as ſo long an abſence from you 


will admit of your ring, that 


pledge of your conſtancy, has never 
been off my finger ; of courſe, you 


have never been out of my mind. 


A fear of embarraſiments, in conſe- 
quence; of the event, on the even- 


ing of the day I laſt ſaw you, drove | 
me from London, and indeed has ſo 
far driven me from the world, that I 

am totally, ignorant of its reſult; | 


and 


Q *=#, © Fo tw . a os 
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and of courſe, it keeps me ſtill at 
a:diſtance from you. I would be 
more particular in this letter, was 
I -ſure--it- would fall into no other 
hands but yours; but, till I am 
convinced of this, expect nothing 
from me, but an aſſurance of the 
continuance of that affection, I have 
ſd. many times profeſſed. 
The invincible and invariable 
1 Wa, er vourt 
{G90 1 868 
P. 8. Dire to A. B. C. at the 


Poſt-houſe at Saliſbury.—1 want for 
W 


78 


. To an WIL DMAN, 


E WIV poNAN s, Esa. 
erkley-ſquate, London. 
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the poſt; and a: fortnight: after, 

when I had reaſon to expect an 
anſwer, ſent frequently to Saliſ- 
bury to | enquire for any letter 
0 addreſſed, and was every time 
diſappointed; fo that I concluded, 
it muſt either have been intercepted, 
or that ſhe had proved unfaithful ; 
the laſt I was unwilling to ſuppoſe, 
but till I had an opportunity of 


making ſome enquiries, I gave up 


the * writing _—_ 


 Havine dreſſed mapſelF anew, 


and my hair being grown to its 


uſual 3 1 called myſelf. Henry 
Savage, 


Rs 


purpoſely to put this letter into 


ge, 
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lately led, and was ready again for 
any employ F could procure. On 


my informing the taylor who made 


my cloaths, that I wiſhed for a 
place; he told me, that Dr. Bolus, 


ſhould fuit him. I accordingly, 
with the taylor's recommendation, 


applied to this gentleman, and was 
taken into his family as a footman. 


This maſter of mine, this ſon of 


Eſculapius, had not been regularly 
bred as a phyſician, but ſerved his 


time as an apothecary in the north 


of England, Having, however, 


filed as f diſpenſer of drugs, and 


a alluding to the life 1 had 


2 phyſician at Saliſbury, wanted a 
ſervant, and that he thought I 


ind 
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| finding an opening in this city, by 
the death of Dr. KilPem, who had 


practiced here thirty years; he 
writes down to a friend at Glaſgow, 


with a remittance of twenty guineas; 


and a diploma, for deſtroying man- 
kind | ſecundum artem was immedi- 


ately diſpatched by the ſtage coach. 
With this faculty of poiſoning his. 
_—_— 8 liege fubjects, he fets up 


for a phy ſician at Saliſbury, and en- 


deavoured to acquire practice, not 


by any medical abilities, but by art 
and ſineſſe. All this 1 gathered be- 
fore I had been with him a fort- 
night. He was a little man, about 


fifty years of age; wore a pair of 


ſquare- toad ſhoes, his ſtockings rol- 
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led over his knees; a full immo 
coat with long ſkirts, and a full 
bottomed wig that reached to his 
rump; ſo different was he accoutred 
from the phyſicians of the preſent 
age, that you would ſuppoſe him 
to have riſen from the tombs. - In 


ſhort, he was no body, for he was 


all wig and ſkirts, and in fact ſuch 
a piece of affectation, that I wonder 
ed any one employed him. But, 


he had withal a great deal or world 


ly cunning: and, in a communica- 
tive mood, one day told me, phy- 
ſic was a farce, and that it was aſto- 
niſhing the people were ſo taken in 
by it; that nature always did beſt 


when left to herſelf, and that a pa- | 


ED tient 
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tient muſt be very bad indeed to be 
in danger of dying, except when a 
phyſieian is called in; that there are 


but three or four principal medicines 


in the whole materia medica of any 
real efficacy, and whoſe virtue al- 
moſt every old woman is acquaint- 


ed with; that a good tongue is of 


more uſe to a man in this profeſſion, 
than all the learning of the hoſpi- 


tals ; that illneſs, 3 in general, ſo af- 
fect the ſpirits, that a ſick perſon 
may be almoſt perſuaded to any 


I thing, and that if a man knows but 


the art of concealing his ignorance, 
he may paſs for one of the firſt 
rate abilities. Often have I given 


6 ca- 


* in fevers,” * he, too ſtrong 


has ſuppoſed it right; I may be 
10 2 to have proceeded ill, 
| ; „ when 
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„ a cathartic potion for the con- 
4 ſtitution of my patient, ſo as to 
t excoriate his bowels and make 
% him void blood and having af- 
e terwuards brought him. round a- 
„ gain by emollients, he has attri- 


i buted his cure to fach ſuperna- 
«\tural/ avoidance,” when in fact it 


© has gone near to kill him; and 


from the fame reaſoning, I often 


«- dread; that when I treat a diſor- 
«der right, where it fails of fuc- 


* ceſs, I may be cenſured for my 
% conduct; for, as when I have act- 


ed wrong, an 
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„„ when in fact I have done the 


6 beſt.” ** n 10 . 
{ 


FT 4 . ' | 7 . 
I 2 4 3 g 1 a LW W, " 


Wnuàr all the world fays-muſt 


* be true,“ is an old proverb, and 


the general opinion of practitioners 


in phyfic concurring in this point, 


1s a corroboration of. the fact. The 
followingcircumſtance didaot a little 
ſtrengthen mein this conceit. Having 


been ſent to a neighbeuring apothe- 


cary for a medicine that had been 
ordered; the maſter, who had left his 


boy in the ſhop to make it up, com- 


ing out of a back room, and going 
behind the counter to ſee if it was 


finiſhed, flew i in a violent paſſion, 
and gave the * a box on the ear, 
with 


IS 


0 


ww basel — am _— angry 
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with + you young raſcal, I knew 
„ this would be the caſe;“ then 
addreſſing himſelf to me: I told 
the ſcoundrel to make up a vomit, 
« and he has made up a. purge: 
and on my obſerving, that had the 
one been ſent and adminiſtered in- 
ſtead of the other, the conſequences 
might have been fatal: —he anſwer⸗ 
ed coolly, oh, no, not ſo much 
for that, — the woman it's for, 
+ was to have been purged in the 
„ morning, and whether ſhe is 
e purged to night and vomited to- 
„ morrow; or vomited to night 
and purged to- morrow, is very 


* 
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e that the block head thould not have 
followed my directions. 


Tux reader may wonder how 1 
| came to be ſo great a favourite, as 
to be let into the ſecrets of this ꝓto- 
feſſion; but he muſt know that my 
diſcern, in a very little time, that 
I had received a much better educa · 
tion than himfelf, and that I might 
be of great uſe to him: with this 
ence, and one day aſked me, if F 
thought I could compile him 4 
treatiſe on nervous fevers N I told 
him, that my medical knowledge 
was but little ; but, that if he would 

| put 


We 


zuld 
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put into my hands two-ot three books 


upon the ſubject, I was very: ſure, 


that by twiſting them and blending 
them together, I could, as apotheca- 
ries. do their drugs, make up a new 
compoſition, ſo different from the 
original materials, that it ſhould 
neither have the colour, the 
taſte, or the conſiſtency of eitliatʒ 
and yet ſhould poſſeis the inherent 
properties of them all. I did this 


for him, he put tis) own flames 


to it and publiſhed it; and 1 have 
the vanity to think, that he acquir- 
n de 2 of reputation 


215 D belvNon: [ [r21b 
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I ] wore a livery notwithſtanding ; 
oy as he could not afford to keep 
more than one man ſervant, and as 
a livery was a neceſſary appendage 
to a phyſician, I was obliged. to 
wear that livery. Many a one of 
this profeſſion has found it neceſſary 
to keep a chariot, who could not 
afford a joint of meat at his table. 
An equipage implies wealth; wealth 
is the conſequence of extenſive 
practice, and extenſive practice muſt 
denote great medical knowledge; 
therefore, according to the rules of 
logic, an equipage denotes great me- 
dical knowledge and is, of couxſe, an 
eſſential appendage to the character 
of a phyſician. 


AN- 
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AxorkER artifice my maſter 
made uſe of to give him conſe- 
quence in the town, was to be a 
member of the evening clubs, and | 
my inſtructions were, before he had 
been twenty minutes at any one of 
them, to ſend for him out, with, 
„ ſuch a lady is taken ſuddenly ill, 
& and he muſt make all the haſte 
* he can to be with her.“ He would 
apologize to his company for leav- 
ing them, explaining the neceſſity, 
and from this club he would go to 
another, whe re in twenty minutes 
more, I would call him away with 
a ſimilar tale, and he would then 
go to a third and ſo on; and as 1 
took care to want him for ſome per- 

"aus ſon 


_ . to recommend whom they pleaſe, 
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ſon of conſequence ; it did him 
much credit in the opinion of his 
acquaintance, and helped him on 
conſiderably in his practice. Many 
a time have I run into church pant- 
ing for breath, during the middle 
of ſervice, upon the ſame errand; 
and brought him from his knees in 
his moſt fer vent devotions. 


Mr maſter found it neoeſſary alſo 
to play into the hands of the apo- 


thecaries; they are always like the 


attornies to the counſellors, very good 
have it in their power frequently 


en, i have brought a pa- 


tient 
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tient pretty near to death's door, 
they are willing to transfer the hon- 
our of killing him to a more able 
practioner; they will then adviſe a 
phyſician to be called in, and in this 
caſe, generally recommend thoſe, 
who ſtudy moſt the intereſt of the 
apothecary. Tis on this account, 
a phyſician preſcribes freely and pro— 
fuſely, and drenches the poor pati- 
ent ſo immoderately, as if he meant 
to waſh away the evil ſpirit by a 
deluge” of mixtures: ſo again, in- 
ſtead of ordering an emulſion, for 
example, in a pint bottle and two 
ſpoonfuls to be taken every; three 
hours, for which at moſt the apo+ 
* can cha but two ſhil- 

| lings 
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ings, the doctor orders the ſame at 
quantity in draughts, which will I a 
make eight, and at one ſhilling each I fv 
will pay the apothecary eight ſhil- hi 

lings inſtead of two. | an 


By theſe al weh like means, in ſe 

a very few months, he had more ¶ on 
buſineſs then he could attend to, and MW mz 
propoſed; to me to viſit his -poorer || for 
patients, for which I ſhould have I fri 
half the fees. It will "readily be I} (el, 
ſuppoſed that I accepted the offer, and bel 
with the idea of ſtudying under him, ¶ lon 
and calling in his aſſiſtance if neceſ. | dea 
ſary, I had a great deal of employ. 1 an 
learned his method of practice, which ſon 
was moſtly to attend to nature, and 

. aſſi- 
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aſſiſt her wth it could be done. If 


a patient was inclined: to ſweat, - we 


ſweated him; if to purge, we purged 


him; if to vomit, - we vomited him, 
and ſo on; and if, by enereaſing theſe 
evacuations too much, we ſometimes 
ſent one out of the: world; yet, up- 
on the whole, we faved a great 
many; and for thoſe. whom we un- 
fortunately loſt, we always found a 
friend on our fide ; for there is 
ſeldom a perſon dies that is ſo 1 
beloved, but there is ſome one be- 
longing; to him, that rejoices at his 
death, and is obliged to the phyſici- 
an for ſending him out of a trouble- 
ſome world: beſides, it is a phyſi- 


7 VOL. II, 3 H cian's * 
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cian's beſt comfort, that * dead 


cannot proſecute. 


I BAD a- ſuit of cloaths made up 
for the purpoſe, which I oecaſion- 
ally put on; at other times, I ap- 
peared in livery; but, as my medi- 
cal dreſs made a great alteration in 
my appearance, the deception was 
never diſeovered; eſpecially as Itook 

care to put on 2 formal voice, with 
my formal dreſs. 


 NoTwIiTHSTANDING that thus I 
put a great deal of money in my pock- 
et, I muſt own Ihad now and then my 
moments of remorſe: I was hurling 

> Nec x about 
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about me firebrands, arrows and 
death; and on my intimating my 
ſeruples one day to my maſter, he 
rallied me out of them, with the 

following reaſoning. Phyſicians, 


ſays he have been long held as 


„ uſeful members to ſociety, and 
4 if he who deſtroys but five men 
in a community, does leſs injury. 


to the ſtate, than he who deſtroys 


e ten; then, he who deftroys but 
iT five, is the moſt praiſe-worthy of 
v the two: now, as it is univerſal- 
« away more lives than they fave; 
c and we fave more than we take 

away, it follows that we are the 
©« better men, and the more uſeful 
805 ; H2 © meme * 
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. members of the ſtate,” Though 
this argument would have admitted 
of debate, yet as few care to rea- 
ſon againſt their own intereſt, I ſab- 
mitted to my - maſter's ſuperior 
judgment, and continued my practice 
for a conſiderable time. 

Patt Ty 


I was. always very particular as 


to the Nate of thoſe patients I at- 


tended; and, if I could do no good, 
I was as careful, as I could be, to do 
no harm. Though I knew little of 
© pulſes,” ike other phyſicians, I went 
through all the parade, counted each 
ſtrote with attention, and general- 

; Iy quitted the writ with a ſignifi- 
cdant nod of ſelf.arprobation. Sick 
ide | per- 
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perſons are generally frightened and 
ſeek for advice, when advice 1s not 
neceſſary; ſuch I wouldjamuſe with 
a' gilded pill made up of only com- 
mon dough, or a ſaline .draught, 
which, if they did no good, would 
do no harm; they would at leaſt 
leave the diſorder to itſelf, and give 
the patient a chance of recovery; 
whereas others will by medicines 
throw back their patients, im order 
to lengthen their attendance and en- 
creaſe their fees: and I take merit 
to myſelf in this mode of practice, 
and am bold to ſay, was it more 
general, there would be: a great de- 
cereaſe in the burials: of this Ring- 
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Ir is allowed by ſenſible * dif: 
paſſionate men, that the. modern 


practice of phyſic is a farce—a far 


greater number are deſtroyed hy it 


than ſaved. I thought, doctor, 
« you was out of town,“ ſaid a 


man to has phyſician, <<, by the de- 


&.- creaſe. of deaths in the laſt weeks 


“bills of mortality,” Who enjoy 


n better ſtate of health in general, 


thin the poor, who catinot fee a 
phyſician, or make it worth the 
apothecary's while to keep them 
long in hand? And could a fair 
compariſon be made, between the 


number of poor and rich that an- 


nually pay the debt of nature, it 


would certainly be found, that 
| length 


ö 
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length of life is three to one in fa- 
vour of the poor; notwithſtanding 
the labour, the hardſhips, and the 
rifſks' they are expoſed to. Temper- 


ance is their phyſician, and exerciſe 


their nurſe; and with an extra 
length of life, they enjoy whilſt 


they live, a greater degree of 


health. 


Howzvnn Dr. Cadogan's doc- 
trine may be exploded, I dare aſſert 
(and II ſpeak it from experience and 


obſervation) that intemperance de · 
ſtroys mote than the ſword, even 
in time of war. I mean intemper- 
ance in eating rather than in drink- 


- ing. We arraign the conduct of 


H "TILA thoſe 


176 - MODERN TIMES. 


thoſe who drink to exceſs, and per- 
haps, becauſe we ſee its ill effects, 


whilſt we take little or no notice of 


25 thoſe who eat to a like exceſs; 
whereas in fact the glutton is a more 
ſordid wretch than the drunkard; 
and though i intemperance in eating, is 
not attended with that outward un- 
ſeemlineſs which accompanies ex- 
ceſs of drinking, yet, the former 


incapacitates the man as much for 


| buſineſs and . devotion, » as the lat- 
ter. Conviviality, chearfulneſs, ſpi- 
rits, cordial warmth, may be ex- 
euſes for drinking more than ordin- 
ary, and if it intoxicates for a time, 


it corrects many diſorders brought 


on from accident „ inattention to 
diet 


S 


diet 
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diet and other things, ſuch as flatu- 


lencies, crudities, &c. whereas im- 


we little expect it. 


moderate eating, is attended with 
inactivity, heavineſs, ſtupor, and le- 


thargy; not to mention the variety 


of diſorders it gives birth to, when 


frequently preſcribe wine and cor- 


dials, which is exceſs in drinking, 


as reſtoratives; but, I believe, no 


one ever thought of adviſing a pati- 


ent to over eat himſelf, In ſhort, 


gluttony is equally a fin with drunk- 
neſs,; yet though there are more 


gluttons than drunkards, ary” 7 


for the former. . 


dom hear of a man's 5 nam. een 
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Feaſting is now become a 
ſtudy, and through the whole 
proceſs, we proceed methodically 
and with attention. It having been 
found that when the fpirits are 
up, we generally eat moſt*; care 
is taken to keep the ſpirits up, by 


* 
1 n 


* The ftomach is ſurrounded with a 
plexus. of nerves, ſo that whatever affects the 
mind, 1s preſently communicated to the ſto- 
mach. I have known a piece of ill news 

| brought at dinner-time, entirely take away 
the appetite of the perſon it was brought to: 
ſo on the other hand; whatever tends to ex- 
Bilerate the ſpifits, adds to the appetite. Hence 
| the introduction of muſick at feaſts, and the 
cuſtom of eating in company, provocatives that 
end too often 1: in che deftrution of the con- 
. - Kitution,” | 
© kart 3 company 
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company, by wine, by muſic; and 
when by theſe ſtimulants, we have 
almoſt eaten ourſelves into a fever; 
coffee is. introduced by way of ſe- 
dative or quieter of the ſyſtem. 
Soon after tea is brought forward, 
and. leſt the tea ſhould prey upon 
the nerves of the unſtrung, we. 


have a rectifier for this, Mara 


ch:no or ſome other ſtrong cordial is 


handed round, and thus the ill effect 


of ſome things we eat is qualified. 
or corrected by others. But to re- 
ſume my narrative. 


Wourp men determine with 
themſelves to be as cautious in eat- 
ing as they are in drinking; that is, 


1 
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riſe from table before they are 
too full, their intellects would be 
clear, their bodies active, and they 
would enjoy much better health 
than they do. Were we to eat on- 


ly half the quantity we are accul- 


tomed to, in a few years, remedies for 
the ,gout, cachexy, inflammation, 
and the long train of diſorders ari- 


ſing from indigeſtion, would be ban- 
5 iſhed from our diſpenſaries, and men 
would live longer by ten or fifteen 


years. It is almoſt incredible to 
think, how little will ſatisfy us. 
Lewis Cornaro, the Spaniard, lived 
one hundred and twenty years, and 
for the laſt fixty years of his life, an 
egg ſerved him for three meals: but 
he drank a pint of ſmall wine every 


day. 


graph. 
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day. This man, from abſtemiouſneſs 


in eating, was as active at ninety, as 


the generality of men are at forty. 
In ſhort, rife from table with an ap- 


petite; never eat a thing that diſa- 
grees with you, or cauſes heart- 
burn ; 
freely; tiſe early, and go to bed 
early, and you may give "Oo 
A to the _ | 


8 Wnllsr J was in this town 1 


fortunately met with a file of newſ- 


papers, three or four years back, 
and ſearching for the occurrences of 
the time, when I had lived with Mf. 
Wildman, I diſcovered this para- 
„The day before yeſter- 
day the following accident hap- 


pened 


drink moderately, exerciſe 
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„ pened in Berkley Square. * 
41 villains diſguiſed as chairmen, | 
armed with deadly weapons, hav- 

4 ing, at the inſtance of a man of 

„ faſhion, waylaid a gentleman's 

« valet, with a view either of kid 

* napping him, or putting him to 

death, were fired at by the perſon 

+ they attempted to ſeize,” and one 
«of them was killed on the ſpot; 

« the jury fat upon the bady and 

bought in their verdict, ſe deſen- 

*, dende; or, that the perſon was 

killed in ſelf-defence. ' The gen- 

44 tleman's porter was ſuppoſed to 

„be a party concerned, and was 
% committed to Tothilfields pri- 
“ ſon.“ This n me a ſatisfacti- 
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on I knew not how to expreſs ; it 


relieved me from any, danget I might 


dread from the event, and deter- 


mined me to reſume the name I had 


taken up on leaving my native 


place; but, as I was known in my 
great wig at Saliſbury, by the name 
of Or. Savage, I thought proper to 
go by that name, whilſt I there 
continued. Many an enquiry did I 
make at the Poſt-Office, in hopes 
of one day receiving an anſwer from 


Miſs Wildman ; but all to no pur- 
poſe ; and as I met with no one that 


knew any thing of the family, I Was 
ſtill in a ſtate of ſuſpence. 


* 
14 o * % = 
- * ; — 4 


1 * * © , ſ 
1717 71 rer + 4 "©. - - " — 0 eee — mY 
170171 5 . . (> 1 
3114144 * "*% \wites w . | - 42440 Fg 


PRs linens „„ 


184 MODERN TIMES. 


WarLsT 1 was in the ſervice of 
Dr. Bolus, which was upwards of | 
two years, I became acquainted. with | 
the manager of a ſtrolling company, 
and from the account of the pleaſ- 
ant way of life they led, and the 1 


encouragement 1 met with from 6 
this man to join them, I was in- is 
duced to try my abilities upon the 4 
i ſtage and I was the more readily T 
drawn into this attempt, from an 3 
unwillingneſs to commit any more a 
arr. a - ah 
ad etre an d an Los ©9380 || @ 


IkpEkp, the Feen 1 
ſtance turned the laugh ſo much. 
againſt me, that I determined from 44 


Erg * to ** the profeſſion. 44 
15 A gen- ih 
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A gentleman in the neighbourhood, 


on having an ignorant ſervant, 


thought proper to give him the 
following directions. 
66 unpleaſant thing,“ ſays he, to 
«© be always directing. Every ſer- 
« yant ſhould anticipate his maſter's 
«© wants, and not ſuffer him to call 
we 


* 


« ceflary. If he is to ſhave; he 
4 ſhould not only bring the razors 
and the baſon, but the towel, 


* 


. 


the ſoap, and albthe etecæteras; if 
„ laying the cloth, he ſhould not 


forget the plates, the knives, the 


4 ſpoons, and all the decoraments *: 
if waiting at table, 


“ of the table; 
40 he ſhould Know with: what muſ- 
« tard 


„At is an 


for things that he knows are ne- 
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% tard is eaten, with what, oil; 


„ ſo on, and not ſuffer it to be 


% aſked for, but hand it round in 
«© time. In ſhort, in whatever he 
is employed, he ſhould always 
et remember and prepare the con- 
s ſequences,” The ſervant liſtened 
with attention, and promiſed to 
obey his orders. This fellow had 
not been long in the houſe, before 
his maſter was taken ill,” and he 


was ſent to call me to attend him: 

Remembering the direQtions he had 
received, he not only fetched me, 
but alſo the apothecary; the: nurſe, 
the undertaker, and: the grave-dig- 
ur and on his waſter' s aſking the 
reaſon 
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reaſon of it, teplied, The apo- 
„ thecary, Sir, is the conſequence 
t of the phyſician, at leaſt, ſuch a 
« phyſician as Dr. Savage ; the 
„ nurſe, of the apothecary the 
«© undertaker, of the nurſe; and the 
grave - digger is the natural con- 
5 ſequence of the whole; and as 
« you enjoined me never to forget, 
© but prepare the conſeguences, I 
have brought them all. This 

ſtory got abroad, very much to our 
diſadvantage, and as the profeſſion 
I followed, was a ſervice of lying and 


deception, I hated W on account 
of it. E ee ESTI CAT OTE MM Ai. 
| V. * Nine 
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Tux conduct of the college of 
phyſicians, hath as much hurt the 
eredit of the profeſſion as any 
1 thing in life; becauſe, they are au- 
thorized by an act of parliament 
to diſcountenance any pretenders to 


| phyſic, and admit none to practiſe, 


but fuch as have been regularly bred, 
and of courſe are ſuppoſed able to 
paſs a good examination, they take 
the liberty 0 call upon /all thoſe 
who are not members of our two 
Engliſh univerſities, to take out a 


licence for the practice of phyſic. 


The expence of this licence is about 
eighty pounds, and the qualification 


| required is a ſufficiency of medical 


knowledge, aſcertained by the can- 


didate's 


of didate's paſſing an examination. No 
the enquiry is made into the profeſſional 
any abilities of thoſe who have taken a 
au- degree at Oxford or Cambridge, 
ent though of all blockheads theſe pla- 
to ces turn out the moſt in number; 
tiſe, but their enquiries ſeem directed 
red, | againſt" the ſtudents of the Dutch 
to and Scotch ſeminaries, as if Leyden 
take and Edinburgh had not given birth 
hoſe to as many able men, as Oxford 
two | ind Cambridge. The inſtitution is 
ut a a good one, but may be abuſed; 
yſic. . the health of the people ought to 
bout be the principal object of tlie ſoci- 
ation | ety, and not their own intereſt; but 
dical | when it is known that the late Dr. 
can- | Rock of famons memory was a li- 


Jate's | 
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Cen- 
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centiate of the College of Phyſici- 
ans, it will be thought of- little 
conſequence from whom the appli- 


cation comes, ſo that the eighty 
pounds are brought to diſcharge the 


fees. It may be. Dr. Rock or Dr. 
Lai. A very learned friend of 
mine, a phyſician, whoſe | medical 
abilities do honour to the profeſſion, 
but bred at Leyden, having been 
ſome time ſince called on by the 
College to take out a licence, on 
pain of being forbidden to act, 
ſpurned the very idea of purchaſing 
ſuch a licence, and ſent the College 


»A oe · mnker ſo called in one of Foote's 
| * . 3 


word 


— 
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i- word, that he was willing to ſub- g 
le mit to any examination they pleaſed ö 
1- to ' impoſe, and the more rigorous | 
y it was, the more agreeable it would 4 | 
8 be to him; and that if they did not _ ; 
r. find upon enquiry, that he had | 
of more medical knowledge than half | 
al the College put together, then he 
n, would ſubmit to their mandate, not 
> to practiſe; but as to paying for 
10 their licence, (which he was not 
n ambitious to receive), either eighty 

pounds or eighty pence, he would 


do neither; convinced, that the le- 

giſlature, in inveſting them with 

N that authority, meant only to pro- 

e's tect the health of the people, and 

not fill the pockets of individuals. 
, e 


od ; 
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This ſpirited declaration had its 
effect; they dared not to call him 
forth to ſuch an examination, and I 


believe he ſtands alone, a practiſing 


- phyſician in London, unlicenced * 
the gs. | | 

Tad | Ha are a uſeleſs body of 

men combined, I apprehend is uni- 

verſally allowed; the following fact 
will bear me out in the aſſertion. A 

gentleman who had the honour to 


3 phyſician to the late King, call- 
ing accidentally on a city friend, 


and enquiring after the family, was 
told, the miſtreſs of the houſe was 
juſt brought to bed of a dead child. 
Having Þut an indifferent opinion 
dr of 


ts 
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of men-midwives, to which the 
family was partial, he begged the 
father of the child to let him ſee 
the infant, and from what he ſaw, 
he was deſirous. of ſeeing the ſur- 


geon that laid her, being convinced 


it had been deitroyed in the birth. 


The man-midwife was ſent for, and 


on being privately aſked, how he 


came to commit ſo horrid a deed ; 
his anſwer was, „le did at it the 
« earneſt requeſt of the father.“ 
This piece of intelligence the Doctor 
communicated to a female friend, a 
mid wife who attended the royal fa- 
mily, and who, in hopes of check- 
ing ſuch acts in future, commiſſion- 
ed him, to repreſent this ſtory, 


among others equally atrocious, to 
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the college of phyſicians, and to 
offer the ſum of one thouſand 
pounds to that fociety, in order to 
found a courſe of lectures on mid- 
wifery, to be annually read to fe- 
male practitioners, provided they 
would patroniſe it: but, the col- 
lege refuſed it; and, for this inat- 
tention to the lives and health of 
the public at large, they were ſe- 
verely handled by the ſame phyfici- 
an, in a pamphlet, he ſoon after 
publiſhed, entitled, A petition of the 
unborn babes of England, to the cen- 
foro ofthe college of phyſtoians. 


. From all theſe circumſtances ſo 
prejudical to the character of the 


medical profeſſion, and from the 
deſ- 
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deſpicable opinion I entertained of it, 
I wasdetermined to withdraw myſelf 
from it; to throw off my great wig 
and live in future by the ide of my 
head. I did not, however, acquaint 


my maſter with my reaſons, but 


left him under a pretence of better- 
ing my ſituation. 
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enn 


PHE company I was to join was 
not the beſt equipped in the 
world ; the manager had met with 
misfortunes. In removing from 
Wincheſter to Saliſbury, the wag- 
gon conveying his wardrobe, ſce- 
nery, &c. took fire from the dry- 
neſs of the axle-trees, and deſtroy- 
ed his whole property. * and ſince this 
; diſ- 

Property, in ſtage language, implies all 
the apparatus of the theatre. 
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diſaſter, he had not been able to re- 
fit as before. He had come over to 
Saliſbury for a piece of water, a 
cloud or two, and a few odd things, 
and was upon his return to Wincheſ- 
ter when he engaged me. He would 
have had me have made my appear- 
ance in tragedy; but, as farce was 
my forte, and as a player general - 


ly acquits himſelf beſt, in a part to 


which he has been accuſtomed, I 
determined to come out in the Mock 
Doctor, and as the character I had 
played of Dr. Savage, had furniſh- 
ed me with a dreſs, and his ward- 
robe was ſmall, he the more readily 
conſetited. I ſoon made myſelf maſ- 
ter of the part, and \ wiſhed only 
for an opporunity of ſhewing him 

0 55" what 
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what I could do. Butthe time was 
not come; for, though we had gat to 
Wincheſter, which was to be our 
ſcene of action, the company had 
not met. Ev! | 


_- Iv the interim we had a great 
deal to do; we had not only our 
theatre to get ready, and fundry 
matters belonging to it to prepare, 
but we had an application to make 
to the mayor for leave to perform; 
and as he was a ſtrange kind of 
man, our manager requeſted I would 
wait upon him for the purpoſe. He 
was an oilman by trade, as big 
round as one of his butts, had been 
exceedingly low bred, and was very 
proud of his office. When I entered 
| his 
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his ſhop, he was ſerving a woman 
with a penny- worth of pickles, and 
was wriſt- deep in the jar. On my 
telling him, I waited on him as 
„% mayor of the town; he put 
his dirty hand to my mouth, with 
a Hold friend, not a word till 


„ Pm in the Juſtice-room ;” ſo 
faying, having taken the money for 


his pickles, and wiped his hand. on 


a filthy apron he had before him, 
he waddled into a back room, and 


deſired me to follow him. When 
we were got into this place, which 
was ſomething like a counting- 
houſe, I began afreſh: * I have 
taken the liberty, Sir, - but he 
again interrupted me with, Gag Why: 
« friend, you're in a plaguy hurry. 
14 Let 
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« _Let me get into my great chair 
4 firſt.“—I begged his worſhip's 
pardon, ſubmitted to etiquette, and 
when he was fairly enthroned, I 
told him my buſineſs; that I was 
one of a company of players, juſt 
arrived at Wincheſter, and that as 
F underſtood he was mayor of the 
Corporation, I waited on him, to 
requeſt his leave to perform. 
+ Hark'ee, young man,” ſays he, 
in a bellowing voice, “though we 
civil Magiſtrates are mortal ene- 
„ mies to any thing that looks like 
«© an armed force; I'd rather dye'ſee, 
«+ ſee a parcel of ſoldiers come in- 
„ to the town, than a parcel of 
66 playmen, *to pick our pockets, 
« and, corrupt our wives and 

daughters; 
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% daughters; - -at the mention of 
theſe laſt words, his wife, who 
had been liſtening at the door, 
bolted into the room, and “ aſked 
«© what buſineſs he was upon, 
„ that occaſioned: him to mention 
„her.“ His worſhip immediately 
ſoftened his tone, and replied, 
Nothing, my dear, that concerns 
you; it is only a parcel of play- 
men that want to play their rig 
„ in the town, and I won't let 
em.“ © Not et em, Mr. Gir- 
„ kin!” retorts ſhe, „ and what's 
the matter youzwon't let 'em If 
you want to be poplar you will 
let 'em, and there's nothiug like 
„ being poplar, while one keeps 
% ſhop” But, „ do you know, 

l... 
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my dear,” returns his worthip, 
« what a world o'harnv theſe play- 
% er-volks bes? A f—t of the 
* harm,” ſays ſhe, „what's that 
„ to us ?—It will keep families ups 
late, and we ſhall ſell more candles, 
and oil on that account.” Why, 
% .--aye, to be ſure, replies the 
mayor, there is ſomething in 
4% that.“ —“ What's the hour, Mr. 
« Playerman, you mean to ſhow 
« away ?”—About half after fx, 
J told him, and end about half 
after ten. No,“ fays he, that's 
too ſoon; ſhops are fearce ſhut by 
% that time; make it even and you 
46 ſhalt Have my conſent ; for the 
buſineſs of the day mwuft be over, 
„„ before I can ſuffer any may- 

| games 
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games to take place.” I told his 
worſhip we would obey his directi- 
ons; and turning round to thank 
Mrs. Girkin for her ſeaſonable in- 
terference; ſhe gently flapped me 
on the ſhoulder, wiſhed us ſucceſs, 
and told me, if we played Alex- 


ander the Great the firſt night; ſhe 


would certainly be there, for ſhe 
loved Alexander to her life—he was 
ſuch: a proper man. As I was go- 
ing out. at the door, his worſhip 
bawled- out, —<* Remember we ſell 
% ox] and candles.“ 


. Havins obtained permiſſion to 
open our. houſe, our next buſineſs 
was to find one to open; for ſince 
our manager's misfortune, a freſh 

I 6 com- 
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company had taken poſſeſſion of the 
town, and though theſe were play- 
ing at Southampton, it was not 
clear that we could have the uſe 
of their theatre. On enquiry we 
found it as we expected, and had 
another place to prepare. This bu- 
ſineſs delayed us ſome time, but it. x 
gave me an opportunity of learning 
a, part or two to begin with, Alex- | 
ander the Great exceeding the 
ſtrength. of our forces; for, when ] 
we muſtered them on paper, we c 
could not make a greater number, 


men, women, and children, than 
fifteen. It was ſettled, therefore, 
that the firſt piece got up ſhould be 
Othello, or the Moor of Venice, and 
that I ſhould take the part of the 

| Moor 
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Moor. Having a tolerable good 
memory, I became perfe& in it 
ſooner than I expected, and our 
company dropped into town from 
different parts pretty nearly together. 
But our principal heroine had not 


made her appearance yet. Our ma- 


nager told me, ſhe belonged to a 
company in Buckinghamſhire, and 


that he had ſome difficulty to en- 


gage her; however, he had happi- 


ly ſucceeded and ſhe would be his 
chief ſtrength; for ſhe was a very 
pretty woman and a good player 
both in tragedy and comedy, and 
had a very ſweet pipe. She was to 
be my Deſdemona. | 


WE 
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We ſoon procured a tolerable 
room and ſufficiently large. It had 
been a carpenter's workſhop, and was 
quickly fitted up for our purpoſe. As 


this lady ſent us word that ſhe 


could not join us till: the week after 


we had propoſed to open, we deter- 


mined to commence without her, of 
courſe I had only to play in the 
after- piece, and had time to get up 
two or three more parts. As I was 


a new performer, it was propoſed 


by our manager, that on the nights 
Land this new woman performed, 
the profits of the houſe ſhould be 
divided into three parts, of which 
each of us ſhould have one. This 


Was a ſpur to my induſtry, and I 
was deſirous to get up as many 


cha- 
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characters as I could. Among the 
reſt were Romeo, Hamlet, Marplot, 
Archer, Benedict, and: Bobadil. 


Tin entertainments given out 
for the firſt night were, the Journey 
to London, and the Mock Doctor; and 
though we deſigned to begin at ſe- 
ven, in compliment to the mayor, 
the houſe" did not fill till near eight; 
and ſuch was our misfortune, that 
we were obliged to ſtudy his wor- 
ſhip's intereſt more than we intend- 
ed, for we could not begin till the 
houſe was pretty nearly full, and 
ſufficient money was taken at the 
door, to releaſe our wardrobe from 
pawn. This circumſtance- I was 
not made acquainted with, till the 
PR houſe 
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houſe was opened. However, good, 


luck ſtood: our friend, we took: 
eleven. pounds preſently, and that 


did the buſineſs. The cloaths were 


brought in, and as our heads and 
legs were ready dreſſed, we had 
only to flip on the remainder. 
E was not in that predicament my- 
ſelf, being dreſſed in the character, 
of Dr. Savage; yet I felt for the 
embarraſſment of my friend the 
manager, and eiae with him at 
his Aires. * 2 v+7M 


+ of ot . 


| Tun ala wei off pretty 
well, no accident happening, but a 
piece of candle falling into the buſhy 
part of Sir. Francis's wig, which ſet 
fire to it; and Miſs Jenny being al- 
, moſt 


Ve! 
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moſt preſſed to death by Count Baſ- 
ſet, who was beat down flat upon 
her, by the fall of a houſe, owing 
to the careleſſneſs of one of the 
ſcene-ſhifters. 
however, were no way fatal. The 
fire in Sir Francis's wig was ſoon. 
extinguiſhed, by my lady's wrap- 
ping up his head in her wet hand- 
kerchief ; for having a cold, her 
noſe had run profuſely: and Miſs 
Jenny gave us to underſtand, that: 
there was no harm done to Her, for: 
as ſhe lay on her back, the count's. 


The conſequences, 


weight was not more than ſhe could 
very well bear. It created a laugh 
in the houſe, and the audience de- 
parted in good humour. 


IT 
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Ir may be expected I thould ſay 
fomething of myſelf, but modeſty 
enjoins me to ſay no more, than, 
Dr. Savage being only a moch- doctor, 
I was equally at home both in one 
part and the other. Whether it was 
owing to me or the other performers, 
Iwill not pretend to determine; but 
the farce was fo much liked, that 
we played nothing elſe for ſix ſuc- 
. ceflive nights, and the houſe was 
always full. It held feventeen 
pounds, and as the expences were 
| eleven, the manager put fix in his 

pocket; but, not conſidering me yet 
as part of his eſtabliſhment, out of 
theſe ſix he gave me one, and as we 

performed threo times a week, I 
thought it a great deal of money. 

FinD- 
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 FinnrixG we were likely to ſuc+ 


. ceed, we enlarged our theatre, and 


made it hold twenty-ſeven pounds; 
and we added an additional fiddle to 
our band, which before. conſiſted 
only of two violins and à violin- 


cello; for we had it in contempla- 


tion to perform comic operas. - 'Two 
of our company, indeed, could not 


fing, but we had a plan to make up 


the deficiency. Whenever they had 


4 ſong to ſing, they were to ſtand 
pretty near the ſide ſcenes, and a 


perſon without was to fing it for 
them: we, by a fimilat contrivance, 
performed the Beggar*s Opera, and 
the manager ſound me exceedingly 
uſeful, as I could cut down a play 
to any number of characters. Now, 
ge; | there 
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there being more characters in this 
piece, than our ſmall eompany could 
fill, I cut out all the whores. and 
rogues but two of each ſort, being 
perſuaded, - that in theſe wicked and 
- expenfive times, two rogues were 
enough to corrupt any man, and 
two.whores ſufficient to ruin him. 


Tung week following our new 
heroine joined us, and never was 1 
more amazed in my life; for who 
ſhould this young lady be, but Miſs 
Biddy Slaſh'em, the daughter of Dr. 
Slaſh'em of Highgate, where I was 
firſt received on my journey towards 
London. It was, on a Saturday 
evening that ſhe arrived, an evening 
that we did not perform, and the 

79412 manager 
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manager, myſelf, and two or three 


of the principals, were regaling over 
a bowl of punch at a public houſe. 
The manager was called out, in or- 
der to introduce her, and on her 
entering the room, the inſtant ſhe. 
faw me, the flew into my arms 
with rapture, and the next moment, 
as in a paroxiſm of rage, the. caught 
hold of. my ears, and ſhook me, 
till T was obliged to bawil out for 
relief; then again, ſhe almoſt ſmo- 
thered me with careſſes, and next 
burſt into a flood of tears. It is 
natural to conceive, that this in- 
equality of conduct, this conflict of 
paſſions, this mixture of love and 
anger, muſt have been myſterious 
to all preſent but to me. I was con- 

1-3-0 ſcious 


194 _ MODERN TIMES. 


tio I had not treated her well, in 
otnitting to correſpond with her, 
Aid that for reaſons the reader will 
| by-and-by. know. However, ſhe 
ſoon recovered herſelf, apologiſed to 
the company for her behaviour, ſaid, 
I was the oldeſt acquaintance the 
had, and that her tranſports in ſce- 
ing me, where ſhe ſo little expected 
it, had totally confuſed her. 


- D#FFERENCEs being adjuſted, and 
matters of ceremony ſettled, our 
topics became general, rolled upon 
the ſtate bf the company, the ſuc- 
ceſs we had met with, ande 


"of 
Plan of operations in future; and 
towards the cloſe of the evening, 
the rant, as old ac- 


0141 | quain- 
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quaintance, we might. wiſhy to be 
left together; when the bowl was 
out, he propoſed retiring, and aff 


us to ourſelves. 


Wu were no ſooner alone, but 
ſhe burſt into tears again, upbraided 8 
me with my cruel conduct, declar- 
ed how much ſhe loved me, and faid 
ſhe had ſuffered greatly on my ac- 


count. I begged ſhe would ſuſpend 


her opinion of my conduct, till ſhe 
had heard my ſtory, which I would 
relate to her the firſt opportunity; 
but that it was too long, and too in- 
terefting, to enter into, at ſo late 
an hour in the evening. I aſked her, 
if ſhe was provided with a lodging, 
ſhe replied, ſhe was, and hoped I 

would 
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would -. breakfaſt with her in the 
morning; which having promiſed 
to do, I conducted her home, and 
left her. | 
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HE next morning I waited on 

Miſs Slaſh'etm at her lodgings, 
and found her neatly and elegantly 
drefled to receive me; ſhe was 
grown tall and flender, and had. 
a fire in her eye that I never 
obſerved before. I could not help 
telling her, that I thought ſhe was 


grown very handſome, and that I 


was ſorry to ſee her in no better 
FOL. 11. K ſitu- 


198 MODERN TIMES. 


ſituation than myſelf, reduced for 
bread, to join a ſtrolling company of 
players. She in return told me, 
that her meeting with me, com- 
penſated for the rubs that ſhe had 
met with, and they were not a few. 
She reminded me of having promiſ- 


ed to recount my ſtory, and I told 


it as faithfully as I have laid it be- 
fore my readers, excepting my at- 
tachment, with the vows Thad made 
. to Miſs Wildman, and an untruth or 
two I was obliged to tell, of having 
twice written to her and recom ng 


NO anſwers 


241. 


64 MT .3 » 4 21019909 DSTILIO 
WN I came to that part of my 
ſtory, reſpecting the accident at Mr. 
Wildman's door, ſhe corroborated 
| the 
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the paragraph I had read in the 
newſpapers, and told me ſhe had ſo 
far enquired, -as to find, that the 
| coroner's inqueſt had acquitted me, 


* 
b 
4 1 4 
: 
, . 


— — ” 
— OF  - 


and that the porter, though com- | 
, mitted to priſon, -as I did not appear | 
- againſt him, was diſcharged at the | 
d following ſeſſions. | 
— Wuen I had ended my ſtory, | 
le which ſhe obſerved, for the little | 
Jr time we had been ſeparated, was | 
g the fulleſt of events ſhe had ever 
g heard of, ſhe gave me her's in the 
5 following manner. | | 
Ny Lou muſt remember, my dear 

Ir. * fellow, the critical ſituation ou 

ed left me in: I concealed it as long 

he K 2 — as 
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te Ag I could; but not hearing from 
44 you, and having no friend to ap- 
« ply to, I was under a neceſſity of 
« giſcovering it to my mother, and 
„making a friend of her.” Huſ- 
© fey,” ſays ſhe, © this comes of 
« your hanging about the men,” 
« And though ſhe rated me round- 
% ly for my miſconduR, as I ap- 
& plied to her feelings, as a woman 
« and my mother, ſhe wiſhed, if 
poſſible, to keep it ſecret from 
« my father; but that was im- 
% praQticable ; he had too keen an 
eye, not to ſee a viſible alteration 
« in my perſon, and knew too 
much of the world, as he called 
« it, to be hum-bugg d. In ſhort, 
« it was known to him, three 


«6 months 


ths 


10 


« deed, I fo frequently told them 


«6 


«4 
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months before I lay in, and no 
poor devil, between father and 


mother, lived a more wretched 


life; upbraidings withaut number 


and all forts of unkind treatment. 


In ſhort, your cruel uſage, added 
to theirs, ſo diſtreſſed me, that 1 
was worn to a ſhadow; and had 
they not relaxed in their ſeverity, 
near the time of my lying in, I 
believe I ſhould have died. In- 


ſo, that bey began to believe it: 


they on this conſideration were 
<4. lefs ſevere to me at the laſt, and 


I made ſhift to live through the 


trying time, having brought in- 
to the world a ſtill- born boy. 


66 


There appearing now to be no 
K 3 “living 


— 
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IF 


66 


66” 


66 
40 
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[LY 


living witneſs of my ſhame, and 
my father not likely to be at any 
further expence, after I was re- 
covered, he began to. ſoften his 
brow, and to reconcile the mat- 
ter to himſelf; but never could 
be brought to look upon me again 


with that pleaſure and ſatis faction 


he had formerly done. In ſhort, 
the life I then led, determined 
me to quit it, whenever I had 
an opportunity, and this oppor- 


tunity ſoon offered; for having 


a ſtrolling company in the vil- 


| 6.:lage, which I heard were remov- 


ing, I wrote a note to the mana- 


iger, who was a ſingle man, and 


46 


2 


1 ® 
(17 
s = 
= 


whom I had ſeen, to this effect, 


wo, 77 


« IR 
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6g: x::, 

« A DAMSEL in diſtreſs ſtands in 
«© need of protection; ſhe fancies, 
„ the has abilities for the ſtage, or 
% for any thing; if you are inclin- 
« ed to try them, and have ſpirit 
% enough to bring a ladder and 
„% carry her of ſecretly, you will 
“ find her at the one pair of ſtairs 
% window of the red houſe, op- 
“ poſite the lamp poſt, No. 119, on 
4 the road to London, on Friday 
„ morning next, between three and 
. bur o'clock.” 


« For, as you know my mother 
© uſed to take the keys of the outer 
Ae? doors" up into her room, 1 had 
% no--other way of eſcaping.” I 

2 „4. pre- 
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66 


prepared every thing for my 
elopement, put up my cloaths in 
a bundle, and on the appointed 
morning, being juſt break of day, 
I ſtole down to the window; and 
though I doubted of ſeeing the 
perſon I waited for, I no ſooner 
opened the ſhutter, than I found 
my Ranger with a ladder ready, 
and with all the vivacity and ſpir- 
it 1 could with. He handed me 
out, and we got clear off. It was 
a ſine morning, and we walked 


away for Hampſtead, where he 


had provided me a retreat, hav- 
ing. thrown the ladder. over a 
hedge by the road ſide. Here he 


* kept mè a week, and lived with 
* me till his company removed to 


op St. 
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„ St. Albans and we then fol» 
„ lowed.” | 


*« Your good ſenſe, my dear 
« Gabriel, will forgive me this raſh 
« act. Could I have had your pro- 
« tection, I would have preferred 
it to that of all the men in the 
„world; but as you had deſerted 
« me, and my life was wretched, 
++ from: a perſuaſion that it couldnot 


Lay . 


be more ſo, I ventured upon the 


* change. It was a bold enter- 
„prize, as I was then ſcarce 
„ nineteen. Mr. Rider, for that was 
* my friend's name, was a: toler« 
able good player, took a great 
* deal of pains with me, and made 


. me 9 of earning my living 


K 5 „% be- 
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40 


before I had been three months 
with him - I came out at firſt, 
in very trifling parts ; but, before 


we left St. Albans, I had play- 
ed Juliet, Deſdemona, and two 


or three other capital characters, 
and acquitted myſelf ſo well, 


that I began to think of ſtanding 
upon my own bottom.“ 


« ] HAD not been a great while 


at St. Albans, before my father 


found me out, and wrote to me. 
After condemning my conduct, 


and ſome. few chidings, on that 


account, he /| proceeded to tell 


me, that if I would quit the way 


of life I was in, return home, and 


be 100m a the houſe, that 
&« both 


"—— 
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both he and my mother would 
receive me kindly :——but I re- 


turned him for anſwer, that I 


was making great proficiency in 


the profeſſion I had taken up, and 


had the vanity to. think, that, in a 
little time, I ſhould be at the top 
of it. I thanked him for his 
offer, but I would rather con- 
tinue as I was; particularly as 
I could not be more diſgraced 
than J had been, and as his cir- 
cumſtances were not ſo great, 
but he could diſpenſe with a uſe- 


leſs perſon about him. After 
this letter, he left me to myſelf, 


and I never was importuned again 


upon the ſubject.— I have writ- 


ten to my mother once or twice 
K 6 6 fince 
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6 ſince, not to aſk any afliſtance, 
% but merely to enquire after her 
% and my father; but, as I never 
„ could obtain an anſwer, I wrote 
4% no more. All I know is, that, 
« on . enquiry from a perſon who 
% was lately in the neighbourhood, 
« find that they are both well, 
« and that his fchool bas n much 
„ encreaſed.” 


I cox rINUED with Mr. Rider, 
„ upwards of three quarters of a 

« year, when a eircumſtance hap- 
pened that occaſioned our ſepar- 
* ation. Whilſt I was at St. Al- 
„ bans, a linen-draper's apprentice, 
a good-humoured lad, took a k- 
4 me and was euer behind 
2 „ the 
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+ the ſcenes, induſtriouſly attentive 
to pleaſe me; and as he was 
* a generous youth, though, with- 
out money, and would frequent- 
<« ly preſent me with a mullin 
„ handkerchief or two, half a doz- 
sen pocket handkerchiefs, an apron 
« and other neceflary articles, I 
found it my intereſt to keep in 
„ with him. 


Nor enquiring,” interrupted I, 
how he came by them!: 


Nor I, indeed,” continued 
ſhe, „that was no part of my, con- 
& cern : I ſuppoſe he paid his maſ 
« ter for them. They were accept 


** _ to as and 4 took them, 
66 and 
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cc 


and; when we removed to Hert- 
ford, this young man one Sun- 


day, came over to ſee me, at a 
time when: Mr. Rider was from 


home, and not being able to get 


him away, ſo ſoon as I wiſhed, 
Mr. Rider returned, and entered 
the room unexpectedly at the mo- 


ment the poor boy was ſqueez- 
ing my hand in raptures. Mr. 
Rider grew jealous from this 
hour, and was ſeldom after in a 

good-humour, I told him, there- 
fore, frankly, that I would con- 
tinue no longer with him, but 


leave him and his company to 


themſelves; I accordingly ap- 
plied to the manager of the 
Buckingham theatre, and as he 
* «© wanted 
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„% wanted a woman in my caſt of 
parts, I immediately joined his 
x: company, at a ſalary of four and 
„twenty ſhillings*a week; and he, 
being a muſical man, taught me 
* to ſing - ſo that Tam now a ge- 
6 


* 


neral player. Tragedy, comedy, 
« opera, farce- nothing comes a- 


« miſs to me.“ 


«© AND have you, ſays I, con- 
« tinued with them till now ?? 


«© WII ſome littleinterruption,? 
returned ſhe, „I have. I went on 
pretty ſmoothly for the firſt year; 
„ when an old quaker at Bucking- 
„ham, who had more of the fin- 
« ner in him than the ſaint, and was 
66 re- 


* 0 
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« reputed to be very rich, invited 
„ hunſelf to drink tea with me at 
my lodgings ; I received him and 
« he made me a formal propoſal of 
« taking me to live with him, with 
a « Verily friend Slaſh' em, thou 
? haſt a leering eye and a bewitching 
« farm, that ſtirreth my whole 
frame: 1 have been, ſince 1 faw 
« thee, in ſuch an eternal figet, that 
© I never ſhall be again. compoſed, 
« till thou condeſcendeth to make 
me happy. I gave him to under- 
4 ſtand, that, in the proieffion-I was 
T in, Fearned a great deal of mo- 
% ney; that if he took me out of 
it, I ſhould be a conſiderable lof- 
4 er, for that might find an un- 
« willingneſs to return, and that, of 
t Vat „ courſe 


Wo” 


„„ d Oh TR an bent cond 


and * have . long 
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- 4*« conrſe, I eould not think of 
« changing my ſituation, unleſs he 


« would ſettle fifty. pounds a year 
« upon me, which he confented 
© to, and I went home in à few 


“days after to his houſe :—you will 


« ſcarce credit the aſſertion; but, 
„% it is | nevertheleſs true, that 
« quakers, notwithſtanding their 
% outward formality and ſtiffneſs, 
& are as wanton as boys, and put 
* on their formality only with their 
% ctoaths: + Mr. Broadbrim, the 
& gentleman I lived with, was about 
« fixty years of age, and very much 
*. reſpected among the brotherhood. 
was dreſſed like one of them, 
and paſſed far his hauſe · keeper, 


with 
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© with him, had not the friends 
began to ſmoke him, as they cal- 
4 led t, and found out who I Was. 
© Truly friend Broadbrim;' ſaid an 


old acquaintance to him one day, 
„% and which I overheard from the 


« next room, thy houſekeeper 
fſavoureth too much ef the fleſh; 
and betrayeth an impurity that 
becometh not thy age and out- 
« ward ſanctity.Ebenezer,' ſaid 
Mr. Broadbrim to him, Let not 
thy tongue out · run thy diſcretion: 


«| cheer the ſpirits and comfort the 


eloutward man I can diſcover by 


«thy eyes, that tor alſo haſt thy 


© ,wanton moments, and that though 


6 thy. fleſh be weak, thy ſpirit: is 
mw ; „willing 


Fleſh is ſometimes neceſſary to 
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willing.“ It was not always 


6c 


60 


he could get off fo well; in 


ſhort, he was ſo laughed at. by 


the young men, and jeered by 
the old, that he could not hold 


up againſt their ridicule, and hav- 


ing been threatened with an ex- 


pulſion from the ſociety, which 


| he- dreaded more than any thing, 


he told me, one day, unwilling 


as he was, he muſt part with me, 
but that the fifty pounds a year, I 
was welcome to keep; and if I did 
not expoſe him, he would be a 
friend to me whilſt he lived. I 


accordingly quitted him and re- 


<<. turned to the way of life I was in 
„% before; joining the Bucking- 


$4 b company again, at my 


© former 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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„ former falary ; but, as my own 
* miſtreſs, with the addition of 

4 fifty pounds a year regularly paid 
L exery half year. Our manager 
% dying ſoon after, the company . 
% broke up and I am engaged here 


«+ as you find me.” 


I Toox the liberty to aſk. her 
fome queſtions reſpecting the qua- 
| kers; ſhe replied, * that, indeed, ſhe 
did not know a great deal of them, 
having never comverſed' with any 
+ one of them till he became ae- 
f quainted with Mr. Broadbrim; but 
that he had an univetſal acquaint- 
+ ance among the fraternity, and they 
vero frequently at his houſe; that 
ns far as ſhe cauld judge, they were 
. | the 
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« the greateſt diſſemblers in life, 
and that ſhe believed though they 


0 profeſſed more candour and more 


ſincerity than the reſt of the 
world, they at the ſame time 
© had leſs of it; that ſhe knew it 
© was a cuſtom among them to have 
« falſe bills of parcels to ſhew to 
their cuſtomers, by which they 
© aſcertained their profit to be very 
© ſmall, when, in fact, it was very 
large, and under a pretence of 


dealing for diſcount only, that 
diſcount was twenty-five or thirty = 


per cent. I know the Birming- 
ham manufacturers allow a diſ- 
count of twenty-ſve per cent, 
upon their bills, for ready money, 
1 ö if a retailer gets no more, he 

as gets 
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© pets a great deal too much.“ But, 
as my opinion of Miſs: Slaſh'em's 
judgment was but indifferent, I 


ceaſed making any further en- 


quitied. 


Sur would fain have urged me to 
live in the ſame apartment with 
her; but, I excuſed myſelf, under 
the declaration of being the moſt 
inconſtant fellow alive, and the 
moſt unſettled; that it was uncer- 
tain whether I continued in the 
profeſſion I was in, one month or: 
twelve z but that whilſt I did, and 
that we were within reach of each 
other, I would ſee her, when ſhe 
pleaſed, and where ſhe pleaſed; and 
"ſhould an think myſelf happy 
W when 
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when I had it in my power to be 


In 
3 


of u borihers 

3 1 in d DN 
"bp may appear abe that one 

upon the town as I was, ſhould 

decline Biddy Slaſh'em's propoſal, 

whoſe: purſe as well N as; /1 perſon 

would have been at my command; 


but, tlie truth is, I hated a ſettled 
connexion. I will be honeſt enough 
to own, that I frequently yielded 
to the bent of human nature, and 


if J had. occaſionally a child or 
two ſworn to me unjuſtly, I com- 
promiſed the matter with the 
pariſh where it was born on, the 
beſt terms I could, which ſeldom 
exceeded ten pounds and a treat 
to the Overſeers of the poor. That 
ten 
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ten pounds will not bring a child up 
till it is able to get its living, we 
all know ; but, theſe guardians of 
the infant poor, are charitableenough 
to remove it from 4 ſinful world, 

as ſoon as poſſible. At an enter- 
tainment I gave upon one of theſe 
eccafions, the church-Warden iti ; 


mated, when half-drunk, that ten 


pounds was a good price fot a baſtard 


child, as Wrapping it up a night or 


two in 4 wet blatiket, ſeldom e 
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